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Standing in the Gap

JANUARY 13, 2007

are faith ful brethren still c onsidered sinners?
Davd B .J ones

From time to tme wearesure yu have hard
peopleremak about how & ae sinners bere God.
Sonetimes ths is sad by men who lead in public
prayers. They are, no doubt, humble and sincere in
their motives as theytter thesavordsto the throne of
heave. Howeve, we must be verycaeful when
those who haveeen vashed in théloodof the Lamb,
consider in theiminds theyaresinners befre God.
Too diten weact out in ar lives wha we consider in
our heats. h fad, Jesus said'But those things
which proceed out of the mouth comdorth from the
heart; andthey defile theman. For out of the heart
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies
These ae the things which defile a man but to eat
with unwashen hands defileth not a man" -- Mat
15:18-20 Sq the way we @nsider oursdves is
important to our actions. We shouldnot hare a
arrogant, haughty attitude, but we need toponder some
points relative to this subject.

Infants a re safe -- not sav ed or lost

There are those who teach the damndle
doctrine thababiesarebornsinners. Theyteat one
is born with inherited d9n, and theefore, babies must
be baptized in ordeto remove theinherited sin.
However, they may teach this but heBible does rot.
In the long ago, Ezekiel wrote: "The soul that
sinneth, it shall die. The san shdl not bear the
iniquity of the father, neither ball the father bear
the iniquity of the sm: the righteousmess d the
righteous shallbeupon him, and the wickedness of
the wicked shall be uporhim." -- Ezek 18:20
Pardon usbut, how nmuch plainercould he Lord say
it? The son does not bear the iniquity of the father.
Jesus taught by principle that little children are
blamdess a innacent bdore Gad: "And said, Verily
| say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become
as little children, ye shall noenter into tie kingdom
of heaven. Whosoever therefore shdl humble
himsdf asthislittle child, the sameis greatest in the

kingdomof heaven." -- Mat 18:34. If little children

were held acountdle bebre Gd, whywould Esus
use them asraillustration of theattitude gown-ups
should have? The fact is little children have no sin
and thus they have a clear consdence and humble
spirit. Men and women o wouldenterthe kingilom
mug have these sane humble sgrit and they mug
cleanse hemselves ahe sn theyhave ommitted and
have aclear consaence bdore Gad: "The like figure
whereunb even baptisn doth al®o now saveus (not
the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
ansve of a good constience toward God,) by the
resurrection of Jesus Cfist:" -- 1 Pet 3:21

however, th ere comes ati mewhen
men and women sin and th us are
considered sinners before God

When litie children maure to the point of
understandingvhat sin isand reah a point whee they
hawe to nake a chaice of obeying Gad based on His
goodness and serity, theythen ca commit sin and
stand as ainnerbefore God. Isaiah wote:"Behold,
the LORD'S hand is notshortened, tit it cannot
save; neither his ear heaw, that it cannat hear: But
your iniquities have sgparated beween you and your
God, andyour sinshave hd his facefrom you, that
hewill not hear." -- Isa 59:1-2 When man sins and
issepaated from God, he stands in de¥ havingthat
sinwashed avay. IntheOld Testament, they were to
offer cetain sacifices whenthey sinned and God
would dlow thisblood of bulls and gods o substitute
for the pecious blood of Christ, which Haew one
daywould beshed. The Hebrews writer said: "And
for this cause he is the ediator of the new
testanent, thatby meanof death, for the redemption
of the transgessins that were unde the first
testament, they which are alled might receive the
promise of etenal inheritance” -- Heb 9:15
Todaywe ae unde the Nev Covenant whic was
ratified by theblood of Jess: "Neither by the blood
of goatsand alves,but byhis own blood he enterk
in once intothe holy place, havirg obtained eternal
redempton for us." -- Heb 912. In orderto reaxh
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that blood, one must be baptized into the death of
Christ: "Know ye not, that © manyof us & wee

baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his

death? Therefore weare buried with him bybagptism

into death: thatlikeasChrist wasraised upfrom the
dead by the glay of the Father, even so we also

shoud walk in newress of lfe." -- Rom6:3-4

Those who hee neve bea baptized drthe ranission
of sins have not washed their sins ayvas did the
apostle Paul: "And now why tarriest thou?arise, and

be baptized, and wash away thy sins calling on the

name of the Lord." -- Acts 22:16

Beforeone s baptized he is considera sinner
before God. Heis autgde of Chiist andis not achild
of God as of yet. This was the ultimate condition of
mankind urtil Christ came and died on the coss,
satisfying thejustice of God'But G od commendeth
his lovetoward us, inthat, whilewewere yet sinners,
Christdied forus.” -- Rom5:8. A sinneris onewho
is a slaeto 9n: "Jesus arswered themVerily, veily,
| say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the
servant of sin." -- John 8:34 The veb
“‘committeth” is a tense which indicates present and
continuous acton. Thusoreis gven toalife of sin
who is considema sinner biere God.

one who is born again is a new
creation in Christand is no lon ger
considered a sinner before god

While it is true # are sinners befe thg are
saved, one they have ben savd, God does not
consider them sinrers any more, but sons: "Behold,
what manner of love the Father hditt bestowed upon
us, that we shold be called he sons of God:
therefore the world knowetlus not, because it knew
him not. Beloved, now are wethe sns d God, and
it doth not yet appear what w&hall be: but we know
that, when heshall appear, ve stall be like him; for
we shall e himas heis." -- 1 John 3:1-2 Those
who have been baptized(borm again) are adopted into
the belovediTo the praise of the glory ofis grace,
wherein hehath madeus acepteal in the beloved.”
-- Eph 1.6 Those who have been born agin
(baptized are those who now are corsidered sants:
"To all that bein Rome, belovel of God, called to be
sants: Graceto you and peacefrom Gal cur Father,

and the Lord Jesus Chris" -- Rom 1:7. They are
set apd bythe blood of the amb for spiritual sevice
to theKing. Theyarenolonge viewedas sinners, but
as saed or saints.

There & the possibity these an, howeer,
turnfromtheir righteousness and turndeto a lifeof
sin. I this happens, thegre once gain considezd
sinners. "Brethren, if any of you do ar from the
truth, and oneconvert him; Let him know, that he
which conwerteth the sinne from the eror of his
way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a
multitude of sins." -- James 5:1920. Notice James
is writing to brehren, but he alls those who hae
erred fromthetruth, sinnes. Peer wroteit lik e this:
"For if after they hawe escaped the pdlutions d the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and
Saviour JesusChrist, they are again entargled
therein, and overcome, the latter end is wase with
themthan the beginning. For it had been better for
them not tohave known he way of righteousess,
than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy
commandment dlivered unto them. But it is
happened unto tlem according @ the true proveb,
The dog isturned to his own vomit again; and the
sow that was vashed to her wabwing in the mire."
-- 2 Pet 2:2022. It would be a far worse fate to
escpe and beome atanded again, than to never
obey. Think about the mentd anguish in eternal hell
if one drev bak. He would behinking, “I had it and
| lostit”

In view of thee fats, whythen do fahful
brethren view themselveas shners befor&od? The
majority of the @ses would bsincerecass where
men would be so humble they could not dways
overlook their shdcomingsandtheytry to stayaway
from a haughty attitude. However, how sould
brethran fed about their conusion? Based on what
John 8:34 teache®ne who ha turned fom sin and
been onvertal, is no longe a servant of sin, or a
sinne. When welead inpublic prayer ard lead athers,
we needto considertheseprinciples. When we #&h
others in privateve ned to considethese priniples
also. We need to teach them there is a Guoal lawes
them and if theyill humbly submit b His will, He
will no longe considethem sinners, but His children,
saved by His gacethrough their faith. Let uscarefully
ponder thesepaints!
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