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ar e faith fu l b r et hr en still c onsider ed sinner s?
D avid B . J ones

From time to time we are sure you have heard
people remark about how we are sinners before God.
Sometimes this is said by men who lead in public
prayers.  They are, no doubt, humble and sincere in
their motives as they utter these words to the throne of
heaven.  However, we must be very careful when
those who have been washed in the blood of the Lamb,
consider in their minds they are sinners before God.
Too often we act out in our lives what we consider in
our hearts.  In fact, Jesus said: "Bu t those things
which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the
heart; and they defi le the man.  For out of the heart
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:
These are the things which defile a man: but to eat
with unwashen hands defileth not a man."  - -  Mat
15:18-20.  So, the way we consider ourselves is
important to our actions.  We should not have a
arrogant, haughty attitude, but we need to ponder some
points relative to this subject.

Infants a re safe --  not sav ed or lost

There are those who teach the damnable
doctrine that babies are born sinners.  They teach one
is born with inherited sin, and therefore, babies must
be baptized in order to remove the inherited sin.
However, they may teach this, but the Bible does not.
In the long ago, Ezekiel wrote: "The soul that
sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the
iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear
the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the
righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of
the wicked shall be upon him."  --  Ezek 18:20.
Pardon us, but, how much plainer could the Lord say
it?  The son does not bear the iniquity of the father.
Jesus taught by principle that li ttle children are
blameless and innocent before God: "And said, Veril y
I  say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become
as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom
of heaven.  Whosoever therefore shall humble
himself  as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven."   --  Mat 18:3-4.  If little children

were held accountable before God, why would Jesus
use them as an illustration of the attitude grown-ups
should have?  The fact is lit tle children have no sin
and thus they have a clear conscience and humble
spirit.  Men and women who would enter the kingdom
must have these same humble spirit and they must
cleanse themselves of the sin they have committed and
have a clear conscience before God: "The like figure
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not
the putting away of the fi lth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ:"  --  1 Pet 3:21.  

however,  th ere comes a ti me when
men and women sin and th us are
considered  sinners  before God

When little children mature to the point of
understanding what sin is and reach a point where they
have to make a choice of obeying God based on His
goodness and severity, they then can commit sin and
stand as a sinner before God.  Isaiah wrote: "Behold,
the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot
save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:  But
your iniquities have separated between you and your
God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that
he will  not hear."  --  Isa 59:1-2.  When man sins and
is separated from God, he stands in need of having that
sin washed away.  In the Old Testament, they were to
offer certain sacrifices when they sinned and God
would allow this blood of bulls and goats to substitute
for the precious blood of Christ, which He knew one
day would be shed.  The Hebrews writer said: "And
for this cause he is the mediator of the new
testament, that by means of death, for the redemption
of the transgressions that were under the first
testament, they which are called might receive the
promise of eternal inheritance."  --  Heb 9:15.
Today we are under the New Covenant which was
ratif ied by the blood of Jesus: "Neither by the blood
of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered
in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us."  --  Heb 9:12.  In order to reach
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that blood, one must be baptized into the death of
Christ: "Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism
into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life."   --  Rom 6:3-4.
Those who have never been baptized for the remission
of sins have not washed their sins away as did the
apostle Paul: "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and
be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the
name of the Lord."  --  Acts 22:16.

Before one is baptized he is considered a sinner
before God.  He is outside of Christ and is not a child
of God as of yet.  This was the ultimate condition of
mankind until  Christ came and died on the cross,
satisfying the justice of God: "But God commendeth
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us."  --  Rom 5:8.  A sinner is one who
is a slave to sin: "Jesus answered them, Verily, verily,
I  say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the
servant of sin."  --  John 8:34.  The verb
“committeth”  is a tense which indicates present and
continuous action.  Thus one is given to a lif e of sin
who is considered a sinner before God.  

one who is born  again  is a new
cr eati on in  Chris t a nd is no lon ger

considered  a sinner b efore g od

While it is true all are sinners before they are
saved, once they have been saved, God does not
consider them sinners any more, but sons: "Behold,
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons of God:
therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew
him not.  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and
it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he is."  --  1 John 3:1-2.  Those
who have been baptized (born again) are adopted into
the beloved: "To the praise of the glory of his grace,
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved."
--  Eph 1:6.  Those who have been born again
(baptized) are those who now are considered saints:
"To all t hat be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father,

and the Lord Jesus Christ."  --  Rom 1:7.  They are
set apart by the blood of the Lamb for spiritual service
to the King.  They are no longer viewed as sinners, but
as saved or saints.

There is the possibility these can, however,
turn from their righteousness and turn back to a life of
sin.  If this happens, they are once again considered
sinners: "Bre thren, if any of you do err f rom the
truth, and one convert him;  Let him know, that he
which converteth the sinner from the error of his
way shall  save a soul from death, and shall  hide a
multi tude of sins."  --  James 5:19-20.  Notice James
is writing to brethren, but he calls those who have
erred from the truth, sinners.  Peter wrote it lik e this:
"For  if after they have escaped the pollut ions of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled
therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with
them than the beginning.  For it had been better for
them not to have known the way of righteousness,
than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered unto them.  But it is
happened unto them according to the true proverb,
The dog is turned to his own vomit again;  and the
sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire."
--  2 Pet 2:20-22.  It would be a far worse fate to
escape and become entangled again, than to never
obey.  Think about the mental anguish in eternal hell
if one drew back.  He would be thinking, “I had it and
I lost it.”

In view of these facts, why then do faithful
brethren view themselves as sinners before God?  The
majority of the cases would be sincere cases where
men would be so humble they could not always
overlook their shortcomings and they try to stay away
from a haughty attitude.  However, how should
brethren feel about their conversion?  Based on what
John 8:34 teaches, one who has turned from sin and
been converted, is no longer a servant of sin, or a
sinner.  When we lead in public prayer and lead others,
we need to consider these principles.  When we teach
others in private we need to consider these principles
also.  We need to teach them there is a God who loves
them and if they will humbly submit to His will, He
will no longer consider them sinners, but His children,
saved by His grace through their faith.  Let us carefully
ponder these points!
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