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Standing in the Gap

FEBRUARY 3, 2008

Dad:

a son’sfirst hero ... a daughter’ sfirst love
Davd B .J ones

We had an occasionto betraveling in the past
and didsomeshopping.Duringourshopping ve saw
a magnetic sgn with the above inscription. It
particulaly caudnt our ey sincewve have a soniad a
dawghter. It accurately summarizesevery dads dream
who hasa son and a dahter. Since Waye and
Shana Kaye just gave birth to Karson Page, we felt
this was an apppriate thougt for this article.

The Bible reveals that parents have gred
respmsbilities in rearing children. In adition to
havinga cute cuddlylittle baby what pagents ougt
to consider whe theydecideto have achild is that
they will bebringing into existence apasonwho will
have a soul which shall stand in judgnt befoe the
Sonof God. When parents consider the fact they
themselves will stanideforetheSon aad gve acount
for the way in which they reared their children, it
ought to cause aober seriousattitudeto come forth.
Egecialy ae dadks to be cogniznt o thar
responsibilities as thedtd laid the barge of traning
thar children on their shouldes: "And, ye fathers,
provoke notyour children to wrath: but bring them
up in the nuture and admonition of the Lord." --
Eph 6:4. Asweconsidethe title of this article let us
notice sevel lessons in the aging of children.

Ason’s first h ero

Webster’s defines heias, ‘a man admired for
his achievementsand noble qualities, one that shows
great courage” All children look for heros after
which to pattem some aspe®f their lives. Many
times these heoes will be sports figures, TV stas,
movie stars, music stars, ettis a sad fet todaywe
have many in the present generation who look to
people who walk contrary to theways of God as their
heroes. Thus therera may young people who
patten their lives ater alife of sin and huma

wisdom, rathe than, after godiness.

It is truly thrilling to a dal when his son
considershimaheo. Itisamazingwhat asmal child
thinks hisdad can do. h fad, to the majorityof
youngsons, there is not atiyng theirdads CAN'T
do. Theycan fx anyhing, buy anything, make
anything right, etc. Dadsareadmired bytheir young
snsas Webder's definition suggests Sally, as hese
same bildren gow, manyseem to g throudn a
period whee they think there is NOTHNG their dads
can do ight! Therdore, while their sons ar
watching, dadsneed to wnsider theopportunities ths
admiration brings.

First,dadsneed tobeheroes in obging Chiist.
Of couse, T dad is na a Chistian, he neads to
understand his son is watnghis everymove and he
needs to sethe neead to obeythe gspel. His son
needsto e hisdal teking the lead n submitting to
Christby imitating Hisdeath, bual and resurrection
(I Cor 15:1-4).

Second, dads need to be heroes inusng ther
talentsin thesevice of Christ. A son needsto see his
dad leding in payer, waiting on thetabde, making
announcements, leading singing and preaching. His
hero neds to beseervisitingthe sick, the visitors and
the wayvard. He neds to see his heo helpingthe
widows and orphans Dad needsto ke involved with
homeBiblestudies. A son hes agreat head gart if his
hero is his dad who is obeying and seving Chiist.
What a hindrare it is for a sorwho hasa dad who
will not use his talent in any way to serve Christ. If
his dad is ore who likes to forsake the assenblies,
think of what a negtiveimpressontha meaes m his
young son. His son will want to do just what dad
does. If dad is na assenbling promptly, he is
planting the seeds of disobedience in themind o his
son. [ads need to consider their ways and amend
them if neessay so as to helpige their sons the
good head dart.
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Third, dads need tobeheoesin treating thar
wives with the respect God demands. Wha a
beautiful visual aid for ayoung son when he sees his
dad, his hero, #atig his wife in a kind and
considerate fashon. Hopefully, the son will want to
mature ad be just like his dad and willea his wife
with the smerespect. Paul tells ushusbands ae to
love their wives as Christ loved the chimrc
"Hu sbands, love your wives, even as Christ also
loved the churchand gave himself for it;" -- Eph
5:25. Christ loved the churcenoudp to die for it and
husbands aeto ke willingto put ther needssecond to
what thewife needs.Husbandsreto love their wives
as they love thansdves: "So oughtmen tolove their
wives as tieir own bodies. He tht loveth hiswife
loveth himself." -- Eph 5:28. Perhaps theeason
manyhusbands abudbeir wives is beause theylo

not lovethemselves A son needs to see his dad treg

his man correctly and havehat seed deply planted
into his young heart.

The fact is young sons hold their dads up a
heroes. Theréore, dads negto tke advantge of the
timing and sd the right examge while that so is
youngandtender. Tragicaly, mary dadsaretoobusy
in life while theér sans are young to takethetime it
takes to sethatproperexample. May God help dads
to beawae oftheir responsibilties and opportunitieg
while the son aa be influened. Solomon said:
"Chasten thy san whilethereis hope and letnotthy
soul spae for his crying" -- Prov 19:18
Obviously if thereis a time while theres hope (tha
is, while heis youngand impressionabjéherecomes
atimewhen heis ot o easily influenced. Weneed to
take alvantag while thee is hope.

A daughter’s first love

The bond beween a daghter ard he dad is a
special love indeed. No mater how many years his
daudnter lives, she W always be ‘his little grl.”
Most girls growto maturityand mary someone much
like their own dd. Herdad therdore, makes atrong
impression upon her omveay or the other

First, letus consider thdaudnter’s impresion
of God might bebout the samas hefirst impression
of herdad. She sséher dd as the onevho provides
all. She sees helad @ her toweof strangth when she
is afrad. Therdore, if dad ralizes this and respond§
acording to God’s word, hesets in her mind a

positive impression oBod. As shemws she larns
who God is and that His wa arehighe than he
dad’s wgs, but her first irpression could determine
how she view God.

Second, a dahter's self-estem ca be
reassured ither dal loves her arrectly. His attention
and attitude towarher @anhelpherdevelopa sensef
worth which no one dse can cause her to see. She
trusts in himastheprotec¢or of thehomeandthus she
feds secure That searity canhelp heras she builds
on the foundation during life. The opposite is dso
true. If dad fils to seize the opportunitgand
mistreats, abuses nedects hisdaudterat this tine,
she could hae a bundation whiclis unstableand one
which provide her noself-worth. If the oneman she
loves themod doesnit love her back, she perhapswill
fed sheis notworth loving She thenges about life
with an inferority complex and sense obt being
worth vay much. Dads, thefore, ned to take
advantge of the time when those ddnigrs ae young
and impressionabland love them and mvide for
them that base in thdiveswhichtheyneed so mut

Third, a daughtés choice of husbands
depends mwech on her dad and his chaacter. It is
amazing, but ssmindy true, adaudnter will look for
a man who treats he just like he dad dd. This is
goad if dad treats her propely, butthe opposite is
manytimes true. How manymes have weeen dds
drink, smoke, sgay away from hone, alusethar wives,
etc., andyet, thar daughters see this exkamge and still
marry someone who livesnd treats them the exact
saneway?? It is amazing but truein O may cases.
We would, theefore, exhort dl dads (even if thar
dads were na good examges) to begin with
themselves and lovleirdauditers coredly, setting
the proper examge beore thanm.

Dads hae great and grave responsihili ties in
the raringof their dildren. Toooftendads lege the
reaing of the childrerto the mothers. While mothers
have thdr place, dads can na shrk off thar duties,
considering this “women’s work.” Gad is going to
hold dads responsibleorf their pat. May dads
eveywhere seghe ged joy it is in beingthetype of
hero after which his on can pettern hislife, and go to
heave. May dads alssee thegred joy it is in being
their daudpter’s first love, and thefore, be théind of
man which will love his daughter correctly.
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