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Dad:
a son ’s fi rst  hero ........a daughter’ s fi rst  love

D avid B . J ones

We had an occasion to be traveling in the past
and did some shopping.  During our shopping we saw
a magnetic sign with the above inscription.  It
particularly caught our eye since we have a son and a
daughter.  It accurately summarizes every dad’s dream
who has a son and a daughter.  Since Wayne and
Shana Kaye just gave birth to Karson Paige, we felt
this was an appropriate thought for this article.

The Bible reveals that parents have great
responsibilit ies in rearing children.  In addition to
having a cute, cuddly littl e baby, what parents ought
to consider when they decide to have a child is that
they will be bringing into existence a person who will
have a soul which shall stand in judgment before the
Son of God.  When parents consider the fact they
themselves will stand before the Son and give account
for the way in which they reared their children, it
ought to cause a sober, serious attitude to come forth.
Especially are dads to be cognizant of their
responsibilities as the Lord laid the charge of training
their children on their shoulders: "And,  ye fathers,
provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."  --
Eph 6:4.  As we consider the title of this article let us
notice several lessons in the rearing of children.

A son’s f irs t h ero

Webster’s defines hero as, “a man admired for
his achievements and noble qualities, one that shows
great courage.”  All children look for heroes after
which to pattern some aspect of their lives.  Many
times these heroes will  be sports fi gures, TV stars,
movie stars, music stars, etc.  It is a sad fact today we
have many in the present generation who look to
people who walk contrary to the ways of God as their
heroes.  Thus there are many young people who
pattern their lives after a life of sin and human
wisdom, rather than, after godliness.

It is truly thrilling to a dad when his son
considers him a hero.  It is amazing what a small child
thinks his dad can do.  In fact, to the majority of
young sons, there is not anything their dads CAN’T
do.  They can fix anything, buy anything, make
anything right, etc.  Dads are admired by their young
sons as Webster’s definition suggests.  Sadly, as these
same children grow, many seem to go through a
period where they think there is NOTHING their dads
can do right!  Therefore, while their sons are
watching, dads need to consider the opportunities this
admiration brings.

First, dads need to be heroes in obeying Christ.
Of course, if dad is not a Christian, he needs to
understand his son is watching his every move and he
needs to see the need to obey the gospel.  His son
needs to see his dad taking the lead in submitting to
Christ by imitating His death, burial and resurrection
(I Cor 15:1-4).  

Second, dads need to be heroes in using their
talents in the service of Christ.  A son needs to see his
dad leading in prayer, waiting on the table, making
announcements, leading singing and preaching.  His
hero needs to be seen visiting the sick, the visitors and
the wayward.  He needs to see his hero helping the
widows and orphans.  Dad needs to be involved with
home Bible studies.  A son has a great head start if his
hero is his dad who is obeying and serving Christ.
What a hindrance it is for a son who has a dad who
will not use his talent in any way to serve Christ.  If
his dad is one who likes to forsake the assemblies,
think of what a negative impression that makes on his
young son.  His son will want to do just what dad
does.  If dad is not assembling promptly, he is
planting the seeds of disobedience in the mind of his
son.  Dads need to consider their ways and amend
them if necessary so as to help give their sons the
good head start.
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Third, dads need to be heroes in treating their
wives with the respect God demands.   What a
beautiful visual aid for a young son when he sees his
dad, his hero, treating his wife in a kind and
considerate fashion.  Hopefully, the son will want to
mature and be just like his dad and will treat his wife
with the same respect.  Paul tells us husbands are to
love their wives as Christ loved the church:
"Hu sbands, love your wives, even as Christ also
loved the church, and gave himself for it;"  --  Eph
5:25.  Christ loved the church enough to die for it and
husbands are to be willi ng to put their needs second to
what the wife needs.  Husbands are to love their wives
as they love themselves: "So ought men to love their
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife
loveth himself."  --  Eph 5:28.  Perhaps the reason
many husbands abuse their wives is because they do
not love themselves.  A son needs to see his dad treat
his mom correctly and have that seed deeply planted
into his young heart.

The fact is young sons hold their dads up as
heroes.  Therefore, dads need to take advantage of the
timing and set the right example while that son is
young and tender.  Tragically, many dads are too busy
in life while their sons are young to take the time it
takes to set that proper example.  May God help dads
to be aware of their responsibilities and opportunities
while the son can be influenced.  Solomon said:
"Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy
soul spare for his crying."   --  Prov 19:18.
Obviously, if there is a time while there is hope (that
is, while he is young and impressionable) there comes
a time when he is not so easily influenced.  We need to
take advantage while there is hope.

A daughter’s first love

The bond between a daughter and her dad is a
special love indeed.  No matter how many years his
daughter lives, she will always be “his littl e girl.”
Most girls grow to maturity and marry someone much
like their own dad. Her dad, therefore, makes a strong
impression upon her one way or the other.  

First, let us consider the daughter’s impression
of God might be about the same as her first impression
of her dad.  She sees her dad as the one who provides
all.  She sees her dad as her tower of strength when she
is afraid.  Therefore, if dad realizes this and responds
according to God’s word, he sets in her mind a

positive impression of God.  As she grows she learns
who God is and that His ways are higher than her
dad’s ways, but her first impression could determine
how she views God.

Second, a daughter’s self-esteem can be
reassured if her dad loves her correctly.  His attention
and attitude toward her can help her develop a sense of
worth which no one else can cause her to see.  She
trusts in him as the protector of the home and thus she
feels secure.  That security can help her as she builds
on the foundation during lif e.  The opposite is also
true.  If dad fails to seize the opportunity and
mistreats, abuses or neglects his daughter at this time,
she could have a foundation which is unstable and one
which provides her no self-worth.  If the one man she
loves the most doesn’t  love her back, she perhaps will
feel she is not worth loving.  She then goes about life
with an inferiority complex and sense of not being
worth very much.  Dads, therefore, need to take
advantage of the time when those daughters are young
and impressionable and love them and provide for
them that base in their lives which they need so much.

Third, a daughter’s choice of husbands
depends much on her dad and his character.  It is
amazing, but seemingly true, a daughter will look for
a man who treats her just like her dad did.  This is
good if dad treats her properly, but the opposite is so
many times true.  How many times have we seen dads
drink, smoke, stay away from home, abuse their wives,
etc., and yet, their daughters see this example and still
marry someone who lives and treats them the exact
same way??  It is amazing but true in so many cases.
We would, therefore, exhort all dads (even if their
dads were not good examples) to begin with
themselves and love their daughters correctly, setting
the proper example before them.

Dads have great and grave responsibili ties in
the rearing of their children.  Too often dads leave the
rearing of the children to the mothers.  While mothers
have their place, dads can not shirk off  their duties,
considering this “women’s work.”   God is going to
hold dads responsible for their part.  May dads
everywhere see the great joy it is in being the type of
hero after which his son can pattern his lif e, and go to
heaven.  May dads also see the great joy it is in being
their daughter’s first love, and therefore, be the kind of
man which will love his daughter correctly.


	Page 1
	Page 2

