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FROMDARKNES O LGHT
David B. Jo nes

The Bble marks the di#rence betveen
following the world ad following Christ in various
ways. Oneof those wag most frequentlpoted is the
analoy betwe@ darknss and light. Wen Saul of
Tarsus wasnthe roado Damasas to bind Chrigsans
and bring them to trial, the Lord gppearedunto him
andsad thesewords: "But rise, and gand upon thy
fed: for | have appear@ unto thee for this pupose,
to male thee a miniger and awitness loth of these
things which thou hag seen, and o those things in
the which | will appear unto thee; Delivering thee
from the people, and fronthe Gentiles, uto whom
now | send thee, To open ther eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to fjht, and from the power of
Satanunto God that they may recewforgiveness of
sing and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith thatisin me." -- Acts 26:1618.
The gostle Paul (as heomld come to beatled) was
commssioned by the lord to turn people rom
darkness to lightthat is, from followingthe Wicked
Onre unto following the Chiist. When we rea in
Colossians 1:13-14 we find he had done just that:
"Who hath ddivered us from the pwe of darkness,
and hah translated us ito the kigdomof his dear
Son: In whom we hae redemption through his
blood, eva the forgiveness of sins:"-- Col 1:13-14

Jesus had much to pabout the diffeence
between light and darkness. We ead: "...I am the
light of the world: he thatfolloweth ne shall rot
walk in darkness, bushall have the light ofife.” --
John 812. In makingHis affirmation, &sus pitted
Himself against the prince of the power of thear. We
arefaced withthe choice ofollowing Christ or Satan.
Again we read: "l am come a ligh into the world,
that whaosoever believeth on me shaild not akbide in
darkness." -- John 12:46 If we areto follow the
exampe and exhortation of Christ, we must &ide in
the light ofHis word and shun thearknes.

Peter, likewise, @nmented on the idea off
going from darkness b light: "But ye area chosen
gereration, a royal priestlood, an hoy nation, a
peculia peoplethat ye shoild showforth the praises
of him who hath cdled yau out of darkness intohis
marvellous light:" -- 1 Pet 2:9

We will natice three areas d which the Bible
warns éout thedakness.

Some walk in darkness

The Proverbs writer spoke of sanewho would
wak in dakness. "Who leave the paths of
uprightness,to walk in the ways d darkness; Who
rejoice to do wil, and delightin the frowardness of
the wicked; Whose ways argooked, am they
froward in their paths:" -- Prov 2:13-15 He spoke
of thosewould leave the pahs of light and wak in
pahsof dakness. Thesewould bethasewho walk in
sins and not in bieg saints. Theyplacethedesires of
the flesh Aove the delaraions of heave. They
rejoice in doing wrong raher than in dang right.
These boose the broaé wayand not the naow way
which leadsto life. He goesonto say: "The way of
the wickealis asdarknesstheyknow not at what they
stumble.” -- Prov4:19. Thosewho walk in darkness
stumble their way along, running to those things
which will harm them, both physically and spiritually.
A human examge of this would be when we risein
the nidht and tryto make it to the light switch without
bumping into somehing, especially with our “little
toes.” We stumble alongeause we cannot gethe
danger orthe diretion we ought to take. The sve¢
psalmist sid: "Thy word is alamp unto my éet, and
alight unto my path" -- Psa 119:105 The wod of
God will lead and ligt our paths with the trbtof
God.

Theword will tell us tolove as Godloved:"Ye
haveheardthat it hath been sad, Thou shdt lovethy
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But | say unto
you, Love your enemies bless hem that airse you,
do good to thenthat hate you,and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and persecutauy' --
Mat 5:43-44 Howeve, manywill not walk acording
to the light, but choos®e abide in the daness, hating
thar brother. Johnwrites: "He that sath heis in the
light, and haeth his brother, is n darkness egn
until now. Hethat loveth his broher abideth in the
light, andthere is nane occason of stumbing in
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him. But hethat hateh his brother is in darkness,
and waketh in darkness, and knoeth not whither
he goeth, because that darknesshath blinded his
eye." -- 1 John 2:9-11.

Walking in dakness sepates us fron the
fellowship of bang in Christ" This then is the
messige which we have heard o him, and declare
unto you, that Godislight, andin him is no darkness
at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him,
and wak in darknesswe lie, and do nothe truth:"
-- 1 John 5-6. Without fellowship with Christ, we
will be log (Isa591-2). Walking in darkness ®ts
forth the ideaf one’slifestyle. We arenot speaking
of those whdrom time b time allow the prassures of
the world to overtake them for a monent, only to
repent andkeepgoing. We ae spakingof those who
choose to hee this tye of life "For thetime past of
our life may suffice us to ave wrought the will of
the Gentil es,when wewalked in lasciviousness lusts,
excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and
abomnable idolaries: Wherein they think it 'range
that yerun not with them to thesame excess d riot,
speaking &il of you:" -- 1 Pet 43-4. Walking in the
above sins wato habitally pradgice them without
repentance We must be ardul todaythat we do not
walk in the darkness ether than cometo thelight.

Some love the darkness

John wrote ofthose who would love the
darkness:"And thisisthecondemnation, thatlight is
come irto theworld, and men loved darkness rather
than light, because ther deedswee evil. For every
onethat doeh eul hateth thelight, neither comeh to
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he
that doethtruth conmeth to the light, that his deeds
may be made manifest, that they are wrought in
God." -- John 3:19-21 God'’s wordshedsilght upon
men’s lives andonly thosewho are actudly wakingin
the commandments of Gad, love that light. Those
who hate the light arthose who lovéhe pratice of
sinning. We understand thiprinciple from the pags
of owr morning newspaers. More crimes ae
committedat night than are done in the glaght. Not
only will they hate the ligt, theywill hate those who
preach and practce thelight. Jess payed for His
apostles:"l ha ve given them thy word; andthe world
hath hated them because thegre not of the world,
even as | amnot of the world.” -- John17:14 We

will be perseuted if we stand forwhat the lidnt

teaches. The gpostle Paul writes: "Y ea, ard all that

will live godly in Christ Jesus shdl suffer

persecution” -- 2 Tim 3:12 Theycrudfied the

Light of theworld and we should not expect any less

condemnton as we arehe light ofthe world today
for Him: "Ye are thelight of the world. A dty that is

set on an fil cannot be hid." -- Mat 5:14

the wh ole wo rld lieth ind arkn ess

As wehave nated from the Bible, wickedness
is assaiated with darknessand Johnwrites"And we
know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth
in wickedness." -- 1Joh 5:19. Whyis it that &sus
commissionedthe gogel to gointo all the wald? It
is becaise the wholevorld lies in wickednes and
therefore, darkness. Thus Chiistians are to do some
things because of this.

Christians are toddifferent from those wo
lie in darkness. Paul writes: "But ye, brethren, are
not in darkness, tatthat day stould overtakeyou as
a thief. Ye ae all the children of light, and the
children of the day: we are not of the g, nor of
darkness. Therefore let us not deep, as do others;
but let s watch and be sober.” -- 1 Th 5:4-6We
areto bealett and attentive to the ligf becaise weare
children o thelight. We ae to ot fellowship with
the dakness: "And havwe no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, butrather reprove
them." -- Eph 5:11 We must not partake with the
world in its deeds oflarkness. We musteman pure
and projet thelight of God’'sword. Paul also wrote:
"That yemaybeblamelessand harmlessthe sons of
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse naton, amongwhom \e shine aslights in
theworld; Holding forth the word of life;that | may
rejoice in the day of Chrigt, that | have not run in
vain, neither laboured invain." -- Phil 2:15-16
Paul dso wrote "For ye were sametimes darkness,
but now areyelight in the Lord: walk aschildren of
light:" -- Eph 5:8.

It is Gad who gives s this light through His
world: "For God, who canmanded the ight to shine
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of Gad in the
faceof JesusChrist." -- 2 Cor 4:6 Haveyou taken
advantge of the light God hasto offer? Why not
come out of darkness and come to the light today??
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