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FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT
Dav id  B.  Jo nes

The Bible marks the difference between
following the world and following Christ in various
ways.  One of those ways most frequently noted is the
analogy between darkness and light.  When Saul of
Tarsus was on the road to Damascus to bind Christians
and bring them to trial, the Lord appeared unto him
and said these words: "But r ise, and stand upon thy
feet: for I  have appeared unto thee for this purpose,
to make thee a minister and a witness both of these
things which thou hast seen, and of those things in
the which I will  appear unto thee;  Delivering thee
from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom
now I send thee,  To open their eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins, and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in me."  --  Acts 26:16-18.
The apostle Paul (as he would come to be called) was
commissioned by the Lord to turn people from
darkness to light, that is, from following the Wicked
One unto following the Christ.  When we read in
Colossians 1:13-14 we find he had done just that:
"Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear
Son:  In whom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of sins:"  --  Col 1:13-14.

Jesus had much to say about the difference
between light and darkness.  We read: ".. .I am the
light of the world: he that followeth me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life."  - -
John 8:12.  In making His affirmation, Jesus pitted
Himself  against the prince of the power of the air.  We
are faced with the choice of following Christ or Satan.
Again we read: "I am  come a light into the world,
that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in
darkness."  --  John 12:46.  If we are to follow the
example and exhortation of Christ, we must abide in
the light of His word and shun the darkness. 

Peter, likewise, commented on the idea of
going from darkness to light: "Bu t ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises
of him who hath called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light:"  --  1 Pet 2:9.  

We will  notice three areas of which the Bible
warns about the darkness.

Some walk in da rkness

The Proverbs writer spoke of some who would
walk in darkness: "Wh o leave the paths of
uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness;  Who
rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of
the wicked;  Whose ways are crooked, and they
froward in their paths:"  --  Prov 2:13-15.  He spoke
of those would leave the paths of light and walk in
paths of darkness.  These would be those who walk in
sins and not in being saints.  They place the desires of
the flesh above the declarations of heaven.  They
rejoice in doing wrong rather than in doing right.
These choose the broad way and not the narrow way
which leads to life.  He goes on to say: "The way of
the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they
stumble."  --  Prov 4:19.  Those who walk in darkness
stumble their way along, running  to those things
which will harm them, both physically and spiritually.
A human example of this would be when we rise in
the night and try to make it to the light switch without
bumping into something, especially with our “lit tle
toes.”  We stumble along because we cannot see the
danger or the direction we ought to take.  The sweet
psalmist said: "Thy  word is a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path."  --  Psa 119:105.  The word of
God will lead and light our paths with the truth of
God.

The word will tell us to love as God loved: "Ye
have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour, and hate thine enemy.  But I say unto
you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and persecute you;"  --
Mat 5:43-44.  However, many will not walk according
to the light, but choose to abide in the darkness, hating
their brother.  John writes: "He that saith he is in the
light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even
until  now.  He that loveth his brother abideth in the
light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in 
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him.  But he that hateth his brother is in darkness,
and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither
he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his
eyes."  --  1 John 2:9-11.  

Walking in darkness separates us from the
fellowship of being in Christ:" This then is the
message which we have heard of him, and declare
unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness
at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with him,
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:"
--  1 John  5-6.  Without fellowship with Christ, we
will be lost (Isa 59:1-2).    Walking in darkness sets
forth the idea of one’s lifestyle.  We are not speaking
of those who from time to time allow the pressures of
the world to overtake them for a moment, only to
repent and keep going.  We are speaking of those who
choose to have this type of life.  "For  the time past of
our li fe may suffice us to have wrought the will of
the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts,
excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and
abominable idolatries:  Wherein they think it strange
that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot,
speaking evil of you:"  --  1 Pet 4:3-4.  Walking in the
above sins was to habitually practice them without
repentance.  We must be careful today that we do not
walk in the darkness rather than come to the light.

Some love the darkness

John wrote of those who would love the
darkness: "And this is the condemnation, that light is
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather
than light, because their deeds were evil.  For every
one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.  But he
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds
may be made manifest, that they are wrought in
God."  --  John 3:19-21.  God’s word sheds light upon
men’s lives and only those who are actually walking in
the commandments of God, love that light.  Those
who hate the light are those who love the practice of
sinning.  We understand this principle from the pages
of our morning newspapers.  More crimes are
committed at night than are done in the daylight. Not
only will they hate the light, they will hate those who
preach and practice the light.  Jesus prayed for His
apostles: "I ha ve given them thy word; and the world
hath hated them, because they are not of the world,
even as I am not of the world."  --  John 17:14.  We
will be persecuted if we stand for what the light

teaches.  The apostle Paul writes: "Y ea, and all that
will li ve godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution."  --  2 Tim 3:12.  They crucified the
Light of the world and we should not expect any less
condemnation as we are the light of the world today
for Him: "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is
set on an hill cannot be hid."  --  Mat 5:14.  

the wh ole wo rld lieth in d arkn ess

As we have noted from the Bible, wickedness
is associated with darkness and John writes:"And we
know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth
in wickedness."  --  1 John 5:19 .  Why is it that Jesus
commissioned the gospel to go into all the world?  It
is because the whole world lies in wickedness, and
therefore, darkness.  Thus Christians are to do some
things because of this.

Christians are to be different from those who
lie in darkness.  Paul writes: "But ye, brethren, are
not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as
a thief.  Ye are all the children of light, and the
children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of
darkness.  Therefore let us not sleep, as do others;
but let us watch and be sober."  --  1 Th 5:4-6.  We
are to be alert and attentive to the light because we are
children of the light.  We are to not fellowship with
the darkness: "An d have no fellowship with the
unfru itful works of darkness, but rather reprove
them."  --  Eph 5:11.  We must not partake with the
world in its deeds of darkness.  We must remain pure
and project the light of God’s word.  Paul also wrote:
"That  ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in
the world;  Holding forth the word of life; that I may
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I  have not run in
vain, neither laboured in vain."  --  Phil 2:15-16.
Paul also wrote: "For  ye were sometimes darkness,
but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of
light:"  --  Eph 5:8.

It is God who gives us this light through His
world: "For  God, who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ."  --  2 Cor 4:6.  Have you taken
advantage of the light God has to offer?  Why not
come out of darkness and come to the light today??
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