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The evils of alcohol remain as one of the leading problems we face in the country and the 
church.  We live in a day when many argue in favor of what they call "social drinking.”  They justify 
drinking a beer or a few beers or a few mixed drinks saying they are not drunk and the Bible ONLY 
condemns drunkenness.  So in their way of thinking, it is acceptable to God to drink that which can 
make one drunk, just as long as one does not actually get "drunk."  They will argue that eating in and 
of itself is not sinful, but overeating is a sin, therefore, drinking in and of itself is not a sin, just the 
excess of it.  Their reasoning is faulty because eating itself is not a sin, but the imbibing of alcoholic 
beverages is a sin. 
 

The effort of this article will be to investigate and see  if the New Testament justifies social 
drinking.  First, let us notice some facts about alcohol and its effects: 
 
(1) Alcohol is our nation's number three health problem. 
(2) Alcoholism accounts for 25% of the patients in mental hospitals. 
(3) There are 9 million alcoholics in the US - showing the short step from "social drinking' to 

full-fledged alcoholism. 
(4) In 1970, according to an article published in the Reader's Digest more than 85 million 

Americans drank alcoholic beverages - about 79% of the men and 69% of the women. 
(5) About 75 million of those people were considered "social drinkers." -- many of these are 

well-respected "pillars in the community" maybe even in the church -- type of people -- 
maybe even some reading this article drink a little or maybe do not see anything absolutely 
sinful about it. 

(6) It has been estimated that 1500 people daily cross the threshold into alcoholism. 
(7) 2/3 of those admitted to an alcohol clinic in an eastern city were alcoholics from BEER 

DRINKING. 
(8) Kenneth L. Eaton, a researcher from the National Institute of Mental Health said that the 9 

million alcoholics cost the nation 7 billion dollars annually. 
(9) 6 out of 10 highway deaths among young people involved alcohol and a total of 8,000 

teenagers lost their lives due to alcohol last year. 
(10) Americans spend 10 billion dollars a year for alcoholic beverages.  For every dollar of 

revenue received from the sale of liquor in the state of Mass., they spend $4.82 on liquor 
caused crimes and care of alcoholics.  Dr. Melvin H. Knisely, head of Department of 
Anatomy at the Medical College of South Carolina, said alcohol can lead to blockage of 
blood in some brain cells, which then die.  Among signs of brain damage from alcohol he 
noted, were increasingly forgetfulness and loss of ability to work efficiently.  He said: "When 
his level of social drinking is such that he feels very happy, a man is beginning to kill a few 
brain cells -- the damage is permanent." 

 
Dr. Haven Emerson of Columbia University said: "The higher qualities of the mind are first 



rubbed out by alcohol.  The delicate capacities of intellectual decision, choice,  discretion and will-
power are those faculties that are first dulled and then wiped out by alcohol because they are least 
capable of withstanding its toxic effects." 
 

The death rate of drinkers is higher than that of non-drinkers.  Where abstainers are 
considered to be 100: 
 
1) The rate was 122 for infrequent drinkers 
2) 142 for temperate drinkers 
3) 212 for moderate drinkers 
4) 130 for beer drinkers 
 
Abstinence can add years to a person's life. 
 

Does the New Testament support something as devastating to society? 
 

 JOHN 2: I-11 OFTEN CITED IN SUPPORT 
 

It is argued that since Christ provided "wine" for that occasion, then certainly the temperate 
use of wine (or other intoxicants) could not be sinful.  As we consider this argument let us notice, He 
came to do the Father's will: "For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will but the will 

of him that  sent me" (John 6.38).  The Father's will was not, to even look at it or give it to a 
neighbor: "Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when 
it moveth itself aright.  At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder."  --  Prov 

23:31-32........"Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and 

makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness!"  --  Hab 2:15.  Jesus turned 
6 stone jars of water into wine -- each jar containing 2-3 measures - a measure equaled to app. 8 ½ 
gallons, each jar thus held 17-25 gallons which would be a total of 6 jars containing 100-150 gallons. 
 With these estimations before us we must conclude either excessive amounts of alcoholic beverages 
are not wrong or Jesus made grape juice for the people to drink. 
 

The fallacy of such an argument is that it takes a modern usage of the word “wine" and 
thrusts it into an ancient context -- our usage causes us to think of alcoholic wine, but that says 
nothing as to how the word was used in the first century.  The common term for wine in the New 
Testament is "oinos" -- a generic word and it can refer to either intoxication or simply fruit juice -- 
context must be determined. 
 

There were times when the word “wine” was used to indicate intoxication: "And he drank of 
the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent."  --  Gen 9:21....."And they 

made their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; and he 

perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose."  --  Gen 19:33....."And be not drunk with 

wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;"  --  Eph 5:18. 
 

There are also times when the word simply means fruit juice: (Outflow of the press) "All the 
best of the oil, and all the best of the wine, and of the wheat, the firstfruits of them which they 



shall offer unto the LORD, them have I given thee."  --  Num 18:12....."So shall thy barns be 

filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine."  --  Prov 3:10....."Neither do 

men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles 

perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved."  --  Mat 9:17 -- 
[Robertson's Word Studies] - The point of the Lord's illustration is that when the wine ferments the 
skins will tear and rip. 
 

One more argument for this not being fermented is that  by the time Christ had performed this 
remarkable miracle, the guests had already consumed the host's entire supply, yet the steward of the 
feast anticipated the possibility that the guests would be able to discern the qualitative difference 
between that which the Lord made and that which had already been served.  Most people who have 
"drunk freely" of alcoholic beverages hardly know where they are, to say nothing of other matters 
requiring keener discernment. 
 
 SOME SAY THEY HAD NO WAY TO PRESERVE 
 

Some say that the climate of Palestine would cause the vintage to ferment so quickly that 
virtually all available wine for general consumption would contain alcoholic content. 
 
However, there were ways of preservation. 
 
1. The Illustrated Bible Dictionary notes that "there were means of keeping wine sweet all year 
round" (pg. 1648). 
2. Dictionary of the Bible, edited by William Smith, "Sometimes it [wine] was preserved in its 
unfermented state, and drunk as must..." (P. 1774). 
3. Same reference: "It is very likely that new wine was preserved in the state of must by placing 
it in jars or bottles, and then burying it in the earth" (p. 1776). 
4. If you wish to have must [grape juice] all year, put grape juice in an amphora (Greek jar with 
two handles and a narrow-neck and seal the cork with pitch; sink it in a fishpond.  After 30 days take 
it out -- it will be grape juice for a whole year (The Zondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionary, p. 895). 
5. Professor R.C. Foster, Studies in the Life of Christ.: "That the ancients knew the art of 
hermetically sealing up fluids is seen clearly in the incident of the anointing of Jesus by Mary of 
Bethany (John 12:1-9).  The precious ointment was sealed up in a container.  The moment the 
container was broken, the odor spread through all the house: "Then took Mary a pound of ointment 

of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the 

house was filled with the odour of the ointment."  --  John 12:3.  A Greek wine ship of the 2nd 
century BC found by divers off the southern coast of France several years ago, contained a great 
number of wine flasks that had been sealed so tightly that after more than 2,000 years the sea water 
had not seeped into them. 
 

Jerry Moffitt points out four ways grape juice could be preserved: (1) Boiling: This left too 
much sugar to ferment; (2) Filtration: This got rid of the yeast; (3) Subsidence: This allowed yeast to 
settle at the bottom and was skimmed off; (4) Fumigation: here sulphur was used to absorb oxygen. 
 
 DRUNKENNESS IS PROGRESSIVE 



 
There are degrees of various stages of drunkenness -- extremely important because many 

advocate social drinking because they feel the Scriptures ONLY condemn drunkenness, not social 
drinking - they make a line between "moderation” and intoxication: "And be not drunk with wine, 
wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;"  --  Eph 5:18.  The Greek word for “drunk” means; 
(1) Vine's: to make drunk, or to grow drunk, to become intoxicated; (2) Robert Young: to begin to be 
softened; (3) S.T. Bloomfield: to moisten, or to be moistened with liquor and in a figurative sense, to 
be saturated with drink; (4) E.W. Bulfinger: to grow drunk; (5) Thayer: to get drunk, become 
intoxicated.  These definitions establish beyond a shadow of a doubt that drunkenness is something 
that can grow, progress from one state to another, be considered as a state of becoming softened and 
therefore it is the beginning of even an advanced degree.  The implication is that persons begin to be 
drunk when they begin to drink. No doubt many fail to see this because of what we are accustomed 
to calling "drunk."  However, this is not the standard the Bible uses to determine drunkenness. 
 

Eating is often used in defense of social drinking.  When persons imbibe any amount of 
alcoholic drinks, according to the definition of the Biblical term "methusko" they are softened, 
intoxicated and drunk to that degree.  Some argue that if this principle was applied to eating then a 
person would be full after only one bite.  However, the same principle does apply!  This principle 
indicates that people have begun the process of fullness after one bite.  As they would be to that 
degree filled, so "social drinkers" are to that degree drunk. 
 
 OTHER ARGUMENTS CONSIDERED 
 

Often people will use Paul’s admonition to Timothy as a basis for their “social drinking,” 
"Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities."  -

-  1 Tim 5:23.  In this verse social drinking is not considered, but medicine purposes are.  Note that 
Timothy had to be told by Paul to do it.  Why, if it were a common practice in the church?  Also note 
Paul used to word "use" not "drink” in reference to Timothy's use of wine, which denotes more of a 
purpose than of social drinking.  The type of wine cannot be determined from the context. Another 
line of faulty “reasoning” used is to argue that the Bible nowhere says we CANNOT drink socially!  
The Bible also does not say we are NOT to use instruments of music, but we are told how to worship 
(Eph 5:19; Col 3:16).  The Bible does not explicitly say NOT to use steak on the Lord's Table, but 
we are told what to use (1 Cor 11:23-25). 
 

We need to consider the influence argument: "Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt 
have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast 

out, and to be trodden under foot of men.  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill 

cannot be hid.  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and 

it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 

your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven."  --  Mat 5:13-16.  Think of the 
number of young people who drink because they saw people, whom they respected, drink.  If it were 
not wrong for any other reason, the tempting of someone to take his or her first drink would be 
wrong because of the end to which it could carry them.  How would we fill out the following form. 
_____I do not believe drinking damages my reputation and influence. 
_____I believe I can convincingly talk to a person about Christ with a drink in my hand. 



_____My interest and involvement in the church is as strong now as it was before I started drinking-, 
I've lost none of my fervor for spiritual activities. 
_____I have become more generous in giving to the church and other good causes since I started 
drinking. 
_____When Jesus comes I'd be perfectly comfortable meeting Him with a drink in my hand. 
______Drinking has been good for my marriage; we have a more spiritual relationship since alcohol 
became a part of it. 
_____I believe my drinking is a good influence on my children; I have no objection to their 
following my example. 
 
 The Bible versus drinking 
 
1. "Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is "Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is "Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is "Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is 

not wise."  not wise."  not wise."  not wise."  --------  Prov 20:1  Prov 20:1  Prov 20:1  Prov 20:1 
2. "For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the "For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the "For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the "For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the 

Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, 
banquetings, and abominable idolatries:"  banquetings, and abominable idolatries:"  banquetings, and abominable idolatries:"  banquetings, and abominable idolatries:"  --------  1 Pet 4:3  1 Pet 4:3  1 Pet 4:3  1 Pet 4:3 

3. "Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revelli"Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revelli"Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revelli"Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell ngs, and such like: of the which I tell ngs, and such like: of the which I tell ngs, and such like: of the which I tell 
you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God."  shall not inherit the kingdom of God."  shall not inherit the kingdom of God."  shall not inherit the kingdom of God."  --------  Gal 5:21  Gal 5:21  Gal 5:21  Gal 5:21 

4. "They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine.  Look not "They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine.  Look not "They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine.  Look not "They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine.  Look not 
tttthou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it hou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it hou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it hou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it 
moveth itself aright.  At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an moveth itself aright.  At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an moveth itself aright.  At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an moveth itself aright.  At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an 
adder.  Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter adder.  Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter adder.  Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter adder.  Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter 
perverse things.  Yperverse things.  Yperverse things.  Yperverse things.  Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the ea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the ea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the ea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the 
sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.  They have stricken me, shalt sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.  They have stricken me, shalt sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.  They have stricken me, shalt sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.  They have stricken me, shalt 
thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall 
I awake? I will seek it yet again." I awake? I will seek it yet again." I awake? I will seek it yet again." I awake? I will seek it yet again."     --------  Prov 23:30  Prov 23:30  Prov 23:30  Prov 23:30----35353535 

2. "And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with "And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with "And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with "And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with 
surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon 
you unawares."  you unawares."  you unawares."  you unawares."  --------  Luke 21:34  Luke 21:34  Luke 21:34  Luke 21:34 

6. "But they also have erred through wine, and t"But they also have erred through wine, and t"But they also have erred through wine, and t"But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of hrough strong drink are out of hrough strong drink are out of hrough strong drink are out of 
the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are 
swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in 
vision, they stumble in judgment."  vision, they stumble in judgment."  vision, they stumble in judgment."  vision, they stumble in judgment."  --------  Isa 28:7  Isa 28:7  Isa 28:7  Isa 28:7 

7. "For they that "For they that "For they that "For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken 
in the night."  in the night."  in the night."  in the night."  --------  1 Th 5:7  1 Th 5:7  1 Th 5:7  1 Th 5:7 

 

 CONCLUSION 
 

The Bible nowhere authorizes the imbibing of alcoholic beverages.  We live in a society 
which pressures Christians to fit into its mold.  We must guard ourselves and our influence as we 
walk through this passing world.  We need to remember the words of Peter: "Dearly beloved, I 
beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;"  -- 

 1 Pet 2:11.  We must understand God does not condemn the state of drunkenness, but overlook the 



vehicle which brings us to that state!!  If it is sin to be drunk, it is sin to partake of that which makes 
us drunk. 
 

Much damage is done to the cause of Christ when Christians involve themselves with the 
things of the world.  May we have the courage to withstand the onslaught of the Evil One as he goes 
about seeking whom he may devour.  
* Editor’s Comment: 
 

We are indebted to especially two works which we used, quoted from and alluded to, in this article: Does The 
New Testament Justify Social Drinking?, a tract by Wayne Jackson, The Bible And “Social Drinking,” William D. Jeffcoat. 

We do not mean to steal any originality from these writers and we are grateful for their study and scholarship in 
this area.  We recommend you get these and study them yourselves. 


