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Enemes of the cross
David B. Jo nes

The cross of Jesus Christ is the center of our
Christianity. It was at the cross that God reached down
to manand allowed manto read up to God. Pau said
the cross vas he mly thing in which he would glory:
"B ut God forbid that | should glory, savem the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is
crucified unto me, and | unto the world." -- Gal
6:14. It was hroughthecross hat God recortiled man
to Himself: " And that he might reconcile bah unto
God in one body by the cross,having slain the ermity
thereby:" -- Eph 2:16. It was through the blood of
the cross God made peae: "A nd, having made peae
through the blood of his cross,by him to recacile all
things unto himself; by him, | say, whether they be
thingsin earth, or thingsin heaven." -- Col 1:20.

The cross standsfor al the New Testament
teacles. It was atthe cross God fulfilled His
redemptive plan and ushered in the new covenant
spokenof in Jeremiah 31:31-34. Pau wrote:" For the
preaching of the cross $ to them that perish
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the
powe of God." -- 1Cor 1:18. Thepreaching of the
cross is the preaching of the New Testament, the
dodrine of Christ. Anyone who teaches the word of
God correctly, thus promotes the cross d Christ.
However, it is possible to oppos the cross by teaching
and preaching things contrary to the New Testanent.
One who does such isonsideredaneneny of the cress
becawse heopposessounddoctrine. The Bible reords:
"B rethren, be followers bgether of me, and mark
them which walk so as ye have s for an ensample.
(For many walk, of whom | have told you often, and
now tell you evenweepirg, that they are he eremies
of the cross of Christ: Whose end is destruction,
whose @od is their belly, and whose dory isin their
shame, who mind earthly things.)' -- Phil 3:17-19.
The aged apostle exhorted the brethren to follow him,
seeing hetaudht theword of God coredly. Howeve,
hewarned éboutsome whowalked not accordingto the
word of God and were conddered enemies of God.
Thosewho pervet the iight ways of God ae God’s
enemies, asvas Hymas the sacerer: " And sad, O full
of all subtlety and all mischief, thou child of the devil,
thou enemy of all righteousness wilt thou not cease to
pervert the right ways d the Lord?" -- Acts 13:10.
Those who make war with the Lanb are Hs enemes
and they will be defeated” Theseshall make war with
the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he
is Lord of lords, and King ofkings: and they hat are

with him are called, and chosen, ad faithful." --
Rev17:14. We will consder some of the enemies of
the cr®s n thisartcle.

Atheists are enemies of the cross

An athastis one who claimsto “know” thereis
no God. Thus, he gees alout spreading his venom in
various places. Colleges and high school classrooms
abourd with these men and women who polute he
minds of young peode with their error. Tey cast
doult on the existence of God and ridicule and make
fun of those who beieve in a supreme being in the
universe caled God. They are very successfl at
deceiving young people into doubing, and in many
cass,to deny theexisterce ofGod. Whenone doubts
or deries God, hedoults or denies thecross. Onewho
causes others to do auch is an enemy of the cross and
will be defeatd by the King of kings.

We would pleadwith parents ard grand parents
to wam their youngpeople aboutsuch enemies. Young
peole need to b aleredas towhothe energis so hey
watch for him and avoid him.

Denominati onalis m is an enemy of
the cross

Jesus cane ard died so all mencould be ane in
Christ. We know this basal on His prayer: "N either
pray | for thesealone, kut for them also which shall
bdieve on me through their word; That theyall may
beone;asthou, Father, artin me, and | in thee that
they al® may beonein us:thatthe world may believe
that thou hast sent me." -- John 17:20-21. Division
is condemmed n many placesin the New Tesament.
For example, Pau said:" Now| beseech you, brethren,
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you; but that ye be perfectly joinedtogether in
the samemind andin the samejudgment.” -- 1 Cor
1:10. Paul is speakingd the chuch in Corinth when
he kegsthemto be of the sane mind, however, when
people speak the same things, division is not likely.
Denaminationalism does nd speak the saethings.

The nature of denomnationdism is tha of
division. There will be ®me truth in most
denonminatons,butnone wll haveALL the truth!
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Jesussaid:" Andye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall makeyou free." -- John 8:32. Hedid not say”
Y e shal know SOME of the truh.” He said we can
know the TRUTH and the tuth will set us fee.
Denominationalism has its rats in the apmstate
Catholic Church. For nearly one thausard years ths
apostate religious body held the religious world at bay.
During the1300's ard following, menbega slowly to
come out from the dark period, seeking to reform the
Catholic Church. From ther reformation efforts, the
denominationd world wasbom. Men were comingout
but most dd not come far enaigh. Some cane toofar
andpassed theraith in the pocess.

Denaminationalism is the enenmy of the cross
because it promotes division rather than unity. The
basis of unity is the preaching of the cross. Thos who
promote division, therefore, oppo® the purpo< of the
cross. [Enaminationalism is the eneny of the cress
because it promotes men and their names above the
name of theLord. TheLord promised a new name for
His peaple: "F or Zion's s&ewill | not hold my peae,
and for Jerusalem's sake | will not rest, until the
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. And the
Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy
glory: and thou shalt be alled bya hewname,which
the mouth of the LORD shall name." -- Isa 62:12.
This was fufilled in Antioch: "And when he had
found him, hebroughthim unto Antioch. And it came
to pass, hat a whole yar they asserhled hemseles
with the church, and taught much people. And the
disdples were called Clristiansfirst in Antioch." --
Acts 11:26. The denaminational world enphasizes
man-made chuches and man-made rames.
Denaminationalism is the eremy of the crss because
it teaches variousways to be saved. Jesussaid: " Jesus
saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." -- John
14:6. Denaminationsteach manyways to come to the
Father, not just the one and only one.
denominationalismis the eremy of the cross kecause it
subtracts from the word of God regamding the
importance of bagism (immersion)for theremissionof
sins. Reterwrote: "T he like figure whereunto even
bapism doth also now @ve us (not the puting away
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ:" -- 1Pet 3:21. We suppose denomations
must “cut” this verse otiof the Bibles!

Liberal s are the enemies of the
Cross

Therisan ever-growing elementin the Lord’s
church which promotes denmindiondismandthe idea
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to goalong to ge-along. They have “community
services” with denomhaions and clam to have
fellowship with themon matters wherein hey agree.
They totally ignore thefactone cannot have fellowship

unless that fellowship includes God: " But if wewalk in

thelight, as heisin the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleansel us fromall sin." -- 1 John 1:7. The liberal
element places matters of doctrine on the level of
matters of judgment. Theyplace the plan of salvation,
instumental music, the obsewvance of the Lod’s
Supper, et., onthe same levelasthe time of services,
how mary prayers befoethelessa, etc. They claim to
dosuchin love, but Jesussaid: "If yelove me, keep my
commandments." -- John 14:15. Sincethe entire
New Testament contains His commandments, if one
digresssfromthe keepinghe @mmandnents he tdes
notlove &as!

lukewarm, ind iffer ent church
members are enemies of the cross

Throughthe insgred pen d the apstle oflove,
Jesus said: " And unto the angel of the church of the
Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the beginning of the
creation of God; | know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: | would thou wert cdd or hot.
So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cdd
nor hot, | will spue thee ou of my mouth." -- Rev
3:14-16. Jesg taally rejected them because d their
lukewarmness. Members today who only warm the
pews anddonotserve the Lord outsidethebuilding (or
indder either) will be rejected dso. Anyone Jesus
rejedsis Hisenemy. Thasememberswho coull cae
lesswhether thework getsdoneorthegospd is spread,
will ansver o Him who gaveHis life for them Those
who refuse toteachand do other thingsthey cando will
alsoarswer. Those who try to be like Diotrephes will
one cayhumble thenseles kefore Hm, but o late: "
wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes,who loveth to
havethe preeminence among them, recaveth us not.
Wherefore, fl come,| will rememberhis deeds wich
he daeth, prating against us with malicious words:
and not content therewith, neither doth he himself
receive the brethren, andforbiddeth them that would,
and cageth themoutof the church.” -- 3John 9-10.
Theemembersarepower-hungly memberswhoignore
the authority of Christ andseck to have everything and
everyone under their control.

There are eneims ofthe adoss and we had
beter not be oneof them We ned to lovethe Lord
and submit to His rue. We rneedto mark the example
of the apostles and follow their example. May God
help us do just that!
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