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Enemies of the cross
Dav id  B.  Jo nes

The cross of Jesus Christ is the center of our
Christianity.  It was at the cross that God reached down
to man and allowed man to reach up to God.  Paul said
the cross was the only thing in which he would glory:
"B ut God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is
crucif ied unto me, and I unto the world."  --  Gal
6:14.  It was through the cross that God reconciled man
to Himself: " And that he might reconcile both unto
God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity
thereby:"  --  Eph 2:16.  It was through the blood of
the cross God made peace: "A nd, having made peace
through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all
things unto himself; by him, I  say, whether they be
things in earth, or things in heaven."   --  Col 1:20.  

The cross stands for all the New Testament
teaches.  It was at the cross God fulf il led His
redemptive plan and ushered in the new covenant
spoken of in Jeremiah 31:31-34.  Paul wrote: " For the
preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the
power of God."  --  1 Cor 1:18.  The preaching of the
cross is the preaching of the New Testament, the
doctrine of Christ.  Anyone who teaches the word of
God correctly, thus promotes the cross of Christ.
However, it is possible to oppose the cross by teaching
and preaching things contrary to the New Testament.
One who does such is considered an enemy of the cross
because he opposes sound doctrine.  The Bible records:
"B rethren, be followers together of me, and mark
them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.
(For many walk, of whom I  have told you often, and
now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies
of the cross of Christ:  Whose end is destruction,
whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their
shame, who mind earthly things.)"  --  Phil 3:17-19.
The aged apostle exhorted the brethren to follow him,
seeing he taught the word of God correctly.  However,
he warned about some who walked not according to the
word of God and were considered enemies of God.
Those who pervert the right ways of God are God’s
enemies, as was Elymas the sorcerer: " And said, O full
of all  subtlety and all  mischief, thou child of the devil,
thou enemy of all  righteousness, wil t thou not cease to
pervert the right ways of the Lord?"  --  Acts 13:10.
Those who make war with the Lamb are His enemies
and they wil l be defeated: " These shall  make war with
the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he
is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are

with him are called, and chosen, and faithful."  - -
Rev 17:14.  We will consider some of the enemies of
the cross in this article.

Atheists are enemies of the cross

An atheist is one who claims to “know” there is
no God.  Thus, he goes about spreading his venom in
various places.  Colleges and high school classrooms
abound with these men and women who pollute the
minds of young people with their error.  They cast
doubt on the existence of God and ridicule and make
fun of those who believe in a supreme being in the
universe called God.  They are very successful at
deceiving young people into doubting, and in many
cases, to deny the existence of God.  When one doubts
or denies God, he doubts or denies the cross.  One who
causes others to do such is an enemy of the cross and
will be defeated by the King of kings.

We would plead with parents and grand parents
to warn their young people about such enemies.  Young
people need to be alerted as to who the enemy is so they
watch for him and avoid him.

Denominati onalis m is an enemy of
the cross

Jesus came and died so all men could be one in
Christ.  We know this based on His prayer: "N either
pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall
believe on me through their word;  That they all may
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us: that the world may believe
that thou hast sent me."  --  John 17:20-21.  Division
is condemned in many places in the New Testament.
For example, Paul said: " Now I  beseech you, brethren,
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in
the same mind and in the same judgment."  --  1 Cor
1:10.  Paul is speaking to the church in Corinth when
he begs them to be of the same mind, however, when
people speak the same things, division is not likely.
Denominationalism does not speak the same things.

The nature of denominationalism is that of
division.  There will be some truth in most
denominations, but none will have ALL the truth! 
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Jesus said: " And ye shall  know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free."  --  John 8:32.  He did not say,”
Ye shall know SOME of the truth.”  He said we can
know the TRUTH and the truth will set us free.
Denominationalism has its roots in the apostate
Catholi c Church.  For nearly one thousand years this
apostate religious body held the religious world at bay.
During the 1300's and following,  men began slowly to
come out from the dark period, seeking to reform the
Catholic Church.  From their reformation efforts, the
denominational world was born.  Men were coming out
but most did not come far enough.  Some came too far
and passed the truth in the process.

Denominationalism is the enemy of the cross
because it promotes division rather than unity.  The
basis of unity is the preaching of the cross.  Those who
promote division, therefore, oppose the purpose of the
cross.  Denominationalism is the enemy of the cross
because it promotes men and their names above the
name of the Lord.  The Lord promised a new name for
His people: "F or Zion's sake will I not hold my peace,
and for Jerusalem's sake I  will not rest, until the
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.  And the
Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy
glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which
the mouth of the LORD shall name."  - -  Isa 62:1-2.
This was fulf illed in Antioch: "And when he had
found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came
to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves
with the church, and taught much people. And the
disciples were called Christians fi rst in Antioch."  --
Acts 11:26.  The denominational world emphasizes
man-made churches and man-made names.
Denominationalism is the enemy of the cross because
it teaches various ways to be saved.  Jesus said: " Jesus
saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me."   --  John
14:6.  Denominations teach many ways to come to the
Father, not just the one and only one.
denominationalism is the enemy of the cross because it
subtracts from the word of God regarding the
importance of baptism (immersion) for the remission of
sins.  Peter wrote: "T he like f igure whereunto even
baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ:"  --  1 Pet 3:21.  We suppose denominations
must  “ cut” this verse out of the Bibles!

Liberal s ar e t he enemies of  the
cross

There is an ever-growing element in the Lord’s
church which promotes denominationalism and the idea

to go-along to get-along.  They have “community
services”  with denominations and claim to have
fellowship with them on matters wherein they agree.
They totally ignore the fact one can not have fellowship
unless that fellowship includes God: " But if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin."  --  1 John 1:7.  The liberal
element places matters of doctrine on the level of
matters of judgment.  They place the plan of salvation,
instrumental music, the observance of the Lord’s
Supper, etc., on the same level as the time of services,
how many prayers before the lesson, etc.  They claim to
do such in love, but Jesus said: "If  ye love me, keep my
commandments."  --  John 14:15.  Since the entire
New Testament contains His commandments, if one
digresses from the keeping the commandments, he does
not love Jesus!  

lukewarm, ind iffer ent church
members are enemies of the cross

Through the inspired pen of the apostle of love,
Jesus said: " And unto the angel of the church of the
Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the beginning of the
creation of God;  I know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.
So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, I  will spue thee out of my mouth."  --  Rev
3:14-16.  Jesus totally rejected them because of their
lukewarmness.  Members today who only warm the
pews and do not serve the Lord outside the building (or
insider either) will be rejected also.  Anyone Jesus
rejects is His enemy.  Those members who could care
less whether the work gets done or the gospel is spread,
will answer to Him who gave His life for them.  Those
who refuse to teach and do other things they can do wil l
also answer.  Those who try to be like Diotrephes wil l
one day humble themselves before Him, but too late: "I
wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to
have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not.
Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which
he doeth, prating against us with malicious words:
and not content therewith, neither doth he himself
receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would,
and casteth them out of the church."   --  3 John 9-10.
These members are power-hungry members who ignore
the authority of Christ and seek to have everything and
everyone under their control.

There are enemies of the cross and we had
better not be one of them.  We need to love the  Lord
and submit to His rule.  We need to mark the example
of the apostles and follow their example.  May God
help us do just that!
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