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"And [ sought for a man among them, that should make up the e, and stand in the gap
before me for the land.." (Ezekiel 22:30)
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At the Cross
Jason Hilburn

Centuries ago the Savior was born —
This most precious of all babies would later be scorned.

Having known the Scriptures from His youth,
He grew up to preach the Truth.

But His preaching of Truth was too much for some,
So they tortured Him, though nothing wrong had He done.

Even Pilate could not begin to understand,
Why he should crucify a sinless man.

They ignorantly mocked the Lord of all,
And tried to make Him feel so very small.

One wonders how patient the Father can be,
With those who nailed His Son to a tree.

Though He could have called angels by legions,
He did not, for to His Father was His allegiance.

He came to seek and to save that which was lost,
But our salvation came at the greatest cost.

At the cross the Lamb died for you and me,
And His precious blood can now make us free.

Knowing He died for your sins and mine,
Let us faithfully serve our God so divine.

"Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with all your heart: for consider
how great things he hath done for you"




Life’s Circumstances
Gary McDade

The circumstances of life are those
subordinate factors or accessory details
which are separate from the goals and
objectives one has set for his life. Often
these circumstances limit or direct the
goals one seeks throughout life. It seems
that a great deal of energy is spent on
altering the circumstances of life. When
this is done to accomplish set goals,
progress is being made. But, sometimes
the circumstances of life appear more
demanding than do the ideals of life. The
temptation to be caught up in changing
life’s circumstances irrespective of life’s
goals is powerful. The cliche “the grass is
always greener on the other side of the
fence” 1illustrates this idea because the
broad way that leads to destruction on
which many are traveling is in contrast to
the few that travel through life on the
strait and narrow way that leads to
everlasting life and happiness. The
Proverbs say, “The way of life is above
to the wise, that he may depart from
hell beneath” (Prov. 15:24). Paul wrote,
“Set your affection [mind] on things
above, not on things on the earth” (Col.
3:2). A theme contained within sacred
Scripture is that people need to seek the
Lord, his will, and his kingdom as a first
priority (Isa. 55:6-7; Psa. 119:2; Matt.
6:33).

Life’s circumstances sometimes
cause the need for salvation from sins to
be set aside. Some dwell on injury they
have caused others, whether emotional or
physical, to the extent that they feel
guilty, unworthy, and hypocritical about
their interest in salvation. But consider the
Jews who assembled on the first

Pentecost following the resurrection of
Christ. They were cut to the heart or
deeply troubled when they were told, “Ye
have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain” the Son of God
(Acts 2:23). Yet, they gladly received the
word of salvation and were baptized for
the remission of sins (Acts 2:38, 41).
They found favor in the sight of God, for
he added those who were being saved to
the church of Christ (Acts 2:47).

Others may be concerned that they
may lose relationships with close friends
and family members by using the
influence they have with them. We must
see the favorable -circumstances of
relationships as an opportunity for good.
Look at the example of Cornelius. Special
mention is made of the fact that Cornelius
“called together his kinsmen and near
friends” to “hear all things that were
commanded thee of God” (Acts 10:24,
33). Also, Lydia, the Philippian jailer, and
Crispus believed and were baptized along
with their households or families (Acts
16:15, 33-34; 18:8).

Then there are those who are facing
death, whether it be they themselves or
someone very close to them. They
possibly think this circumstance isn’t the
best one out of which to obey God, and
the need for salvation from sin is set
aside. Yet, read again of the Philippian
jailer, who was about to commit suicide
when Paul cried out, “Do thyself no
harm” (Acts 16:28). He was afraid
because the Bible says he was trembling
when he asked, “Sirs, what must | do to
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be saved?” (Acts 16:30). Immediately, he
was baptized into Christ (Acts 16:33).

A fallacy in the thinking of some is
that adverse circumstances negatively
affect the influence one exerts into the
lives of others. A study of Joseph’s life
from the book of Genesis proves that even
if adverse circumstances emerge in one’s
life a very positive and even exemplary
influence can still be expressed. Joseph
was envied and hated by his brothers, sold
into slavery, falsely accused, imprisoned,
forgotten for two years by the butler he
helped, and finally, made to weep because
his brethren feared him. But, the leading
factor in the story is that “God was with
him, And delivered him out of all his
afflictions, and gave him favour and
wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of
Egypt; and he made him governor over
Egypt and all his house” (Acts 7:9- 10).
A passage of Scripture which should
motivate every Christian to feel very
positively about his life is Romans 8:31,
which says, “If God be for us, who can
be against us?” Adverse circumstances
cause grief and pain, but they don’t
necessarily diminish a good influence; in
fact, they may, as in the case of Joseph,
even promote a greater influence for
good.

The Bible teaches, “Cast thy bread
upon the waters: for thou shalt find it
after many days” (Ecc. 11:1). Jesus said,
”Give, and it shall be given to you;
good measure, pressed down, and
shaken together, and running over,
shall men give into your bosom, For
with the same measure that ye mete [or
measure] withal it shall be measured to
you again” (Lk. 6:38).

INFLUENCE

Drop a pebble in the water,
And its ripples reach out far;
And the sunbeams dancing on them
May reflect them to a star.

Give a smile to someone passing,
Thereby making his morning glad;
It may greet you in the evening
When your own heart may be sad.

Do a deed of simple kindness;
Though its end you may not see,
It may reach, like widening ripples,
Down a long eternity.

James 4:13-17 teaches that life is
rapidly passing away, and everyone must
act immediately toward the realm of good
and right. One should never allow
feelings of smallness to hinder what can
be done with his life. Every single person
in the world, great or small, is important
to God and makes a difference (John
3:16; Rom. 5:8; 8:32).

[ 'am only one, but I am one.
I cannot do everything,
But I can do something.

What I can do I ought to do,
And what I ought to do

By the grace of God I will do.

The New Testament shows that the
circumstances of life as those just
discussed are subordinate factors separate
from the ultimate goal of life, which is
“obtaining the salvation which is in
Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (II
Tim. 2:10). The circumstances of life
should not be allowed to hinder or
postpone salvation. “Behold, now is the
accepted time; behold, now is the day
of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2).
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES PERMIT NO. 2
Sunday Morning Bible Class................... 9:00
Sunday Morning Worship......................... 10:00
Sunday Evening Worship........................... 6:00
Ladies Class (Tuesday)........cceoeeeverrreecenernennns 10:00
Wednesday Evening Bible Class................... 7:00

ELDERS
Frank Chamberlain........................ 662-429-5322
JimMercer........oooviiiiiiiii, 662-429-4307
WEBPAGE
www.nesbitchurchofchrist.org
UPCOMING EVENTS:

OUR SICK: Marjean Mercer is still April 20-23.......oo Gospel Meeting
having trouble with her back. Irene Hanley Brazil church of Christ

(Joann Carver’s Relative) is doing much
better. The infection is much better — she is
now in rehab and should be fitted with a
prosthetic leg in about a month. Joann
Carver has been having sinus problems.
L. C. Gill continues at home. Sarah Morris
is still not feeling well — her blood pressure
has been very high lately.

CONTINUE TO REMEMBER:

Ruby Gullette....Maxine Wells...Jerry Hobbs
Hank Carver... Whitley Perryman...... Martha
Rushing.......Franklin Easley............. Cindy
Honeycutt........ Terry Hopkins............ Ruth
Davis...Amanda Andrews (Tracy Roberts’
co-worker)........... Imagene Johnson (Walt
Johnson’s Grandmother)................. George
Moore....... JW and Betty Sain....... Jamie
Mercer...Sam Earnest...Brooks Bray

REMEMBER OUR ARMED FORCES:
Tarrence Moore is at Camp Shelby where he
will serve until he is deployed to Iraq in
April.

Eric Tanner, Evelyn Hale’s nephew-in-law,
who is now in Iraq serving.

Speaker: Robert Rawson
April 20....Youth Devo / Bible Bowl Practice

April 21........... Bible Bowl at Olive Branch
April 23, 4™ Wednesday Singing
April 27, Gospel Meeting

Southaven church of Christ

Speaker: Barry Grider

May 3. i Ladies Day
Cordova church of Christ

Speaker: Patsy Loden

RECORD:

Wednesday 83
Sunday Bible School 97
Sunday AM 107
Sunday PM 66
Contribution $2305
PRIVILEGED TO SERVE:
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Trey Bledsoe
LORD’S TABLE

Delmas Brooks.................... Bobby Woods
Melvin Carlock................. Anterios Wright
PRAYERS - AM

O- Jack Carver.............. C- Tarrence Wright

PRAYERS - PM
O- Brandon Swanson....C- Mickey Anderson




