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LORD, TEACH US TO NUMBER OUR DAYS
D avid B . J ones

The Bible teaches that at best, lif e is short.
James wrote: "Wh ereas ye know not what shall be on
the morrow. For what is your lif e? It is even a
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away."  --  James 4:14.  It does not take
vapor long to disappear once it appears from a teapot
or some other boiling pot.  Life is also compared to the
grass in the field: "The voice said, Cry. And he said,
What shall I  cry? All flesh is grass, and all the
goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field:  The
grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spiri t
of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is
grass.  The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but
the word of our God shall stand for ever."  --   Isa
40:6-8.  Grass does not live long, for if it is not
mowed or eaten down, the sun will  parch it with its
brilliant rays.  Life is like this -- here today and gone
tomorrow, or so it seems.  The Proverbs writer said:
"Boast not thyself  of to morrow; for thou knowest
not what a day may bring forth."   --  Prov 27:1.  Life
is uncertain and unsure, as well as short.

Therefore, we ought to seek the Lord’s word in
order to make the best use of our days here on earth.
The psalmist admonished: "So teach us to number
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto
wisdom."  --  Psa 90:12.  We are to be aware of the
shortness and swiftness of life and make each day
count as we work for good.  We should seek God’s
wisdom in making the right decisions each and every
day.  We must understand each day wasted is a day we
can never get back.  In every situation of life,
therefore, we should “number our days” and apply
wisdom to our hearts.

As individuals

As individuals, we will stand and give account
of our lives before God, provided we are of
accountable age.  Paul wrote: "So then every one of
us shall give account of himself to God."  --  Rom
14:12.  Again Paul said: "F or we must all  appear
before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his body, according to

that he hath done, whether it be good or bad."  --  2
Cor 5:10.  As individuals we need to number our days
in the sense of seeing what is really important and
acting on that.  We need to realize all have sinned:
"For  all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God;"  --  Rom 3:23.  We also need to understand
God sent His Son to die in our place: " But God
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us."  - -  Rom 5:8.
Jesus taught us if we would go to heaven, we must
obey His will : "Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven."  --  Mat 7:21.  Therefore, one who numbers
his days would make the effort to obey the gospel and
be faithful to Christ.  When one obeys the gospel, he
is imitating the death, burial and resurrection of Christ:
"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel
which I preached unto you, which also ye have
received, and wherein ye stand;  By which also ye are
saved, if  ye keep in memory what I preached unto
you, unless ye have believed in vain.  For I delivered
unto you first of all that which I also received, how
that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures;  And that he was buried, and that he rose
again the third day according to the scriptures:"  --
1 Cor 15:1-4.  The obedient believer does so by dying
in repentance (2 Cor 7:10); burying the dead man in
the watery grave of baptism (Rom 6:3-5); and rising to
walk a new life (2 Cor 5:17).  Once he has done this,
he must walk in the good works God has ordained:
"For  we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them."   --  Eph
2:10.  

The Bible teaches if one neglects his soul and
gains the world, he has still  lost: "For  what is a man
profited, if he shall  gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange
for his soul?"  --  Mat 16:26..  We need to number
our days as individuals and apply wisdom so we will
obey the gospel and be faithful to it.
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AS HOMES

When young people leave home to establish
their own homes, they feel as though they have an
eternity left to live.  Sometimes they may live for
many decades and sometimes, they may not live even
one more decade or year.  As they leave to become
husbands and wives, they need to number their days
and apply God’s wisdom to make that home what it
can be.

1. Husbands are to be the heads of their homes.
The apostle Paul wrote: "For  the husband is the head
of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church:
and he is the saviour of the body."  --  Eph 5:23.
Husbands need to number their days and learn to be
the best husbands they can be.  They need to love their
wives as their bodies: "So ought men to love their
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife
loveth himself."  --  Eph 5:28.  To properly love their
wives, husbands must take time to learn who their
wives are and how they feel.  Learning to properly
love involves communication, talking AND listening!
Showing their love also will take time to number their
days.  Anything worthwhile is worth the time it takes
to do it right and scripturally.

2. Wives are to be in submission to the own
husbands: "Wives, submit yourselves unto your own
husbands, as unto the Lord."  --  Eph 5:22.  If the
husband is properly acting as the head, a loving wive
will will ingly submit to him because she feels he will
protect her and provide the necessary things of life.
Likewise, this will take an effort on her part to number
her days and apply God’s wisdom to her life.  

Both husbands and wives need to realize how
precious each day is and make the most of it.  Years
can be spent wasting time which could be applied to
being together and showing their love for each other to
the point walls are built which can never be scaled
again.  Excitement can give place to mere existence
and the marriage fires are extinguished.  What a
tragedy it is to see two people who drift apart because
they failed to number their days as husband and wife,
making application of God’s wisdom.

3. Parents   need to number their days as parents
and apply God’s wisdom to the rearing of their

children.  Children are a precious gift from the Lord:
"Lo , children are an heritage of the LORD: and the
frui t of the womb is his reward."  - -  Psa 127:3.
Tragically, we hear report after report of the abuse of
children.  What a shame it is to see such a precious gift
so mistreated.  While many parents do not physically
or sexually abuse their children, often many children
are abused because they are neglected in the areas of
life which matter the most.  Often children are taught
how to make a “li ving,” but are not taught how to
“live!”   They need to be taught about matters eternal as
young children and see it lived before them by parents
who love the Lord and His church.  They need to be
taught there is but one way to get to heaven: "Jesus
saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me."  --
John 14:6.  The only way to come to the Father is
through the Son.  To come through the Son one must
be taught: "No  man can come to me, except the
Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will
raise him up at the last day.  It is written in the
prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every
man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of
the Father, cometh unto me."  --  John 6:44-45.
Children need to be exposed to the teaching there is
but one church built by the Lord: "And I  say also unto
thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it."   --  Mat 16:18.  Parents who fail to
drive this point home to their children, expose them to
be devoured by the wicked one: "Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour:"  --  1 Pet 5:8.  May parents learn to the
number their days and apply God’s wisdom to the
rearing and teaching of their children.

Life can be happy and meaningful or it can be
discouraging and empty.  The difference is whether or
not we learn from the psalmist to number our days and
apply our hearts to wisdom.  As individuals we need to
understand how precious each breath is and make the
most of them to God’s glory.  As members of various
homes, we need to see the urgency of fulfilling  our
responsibilities each and every day as if that were the
last day we would live.  As a matter of fact, one day
will be the last one we live.  Are we ready for THAT
day to arrive?  Have we numbered it as such??
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