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Standing in the Gap
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The Bible teaches that at best, life is dort.
James wote:"Wh ereas ye knw notwhatshallbe on
the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a
vapour, tha appeareth for a little tine, and then
vanishethaway." -- James 4:14 It doesnot take
vaporlongto disgppearonceit appeas from a tegot
or some otheboiling pot. Life is also compad to the
grass n thefield: "The voicesaid, Cry.And he said,
What shdl | cry? All flesh is grass, and all the
goodiness hereof is asthe flowe of thefield: The
grasswithereth, the flowe fadeth: becausethesprit
of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is
grass. The grass wihereth, the flower fadeth: but
the word of our God shdl stand for ever." -- Isa
40:6-8 Grass doesnot live long, or if it is not
mowed o eaten down, the sin will pach it with its
brilliant rays. Life is like this -- hee todg and @ne
tomorrow, orso it seems. The Proves writer sa:
"Boast not thysdf of to morrow; for thou knowest
not whata day may brirg forth." -- Prov27:1 Life
IS ncertain and unsure, as well as slort.

Therefore, we ought to seek the Lord’s word in
orderto make the st use of our dayhereon eath.
The pslmist almaisheal: "So teach us to omber
our days, that we may gply our hearts unto
wisdom" -- Psa 90:12 We areto be awee of the
shortness and swiftres of life and miee ezh day
count as wavork for good. We should seek God’
wisdom in making theight decisions eals and evey
day. We musunderstand e&addaywasted is a daye
can neer gé¢ back. h evey situation of life,
therefore, we should “numbe our days” and apply
wisdom © aur hearts.

As individuals

As individuals, wewill stand and gve acount
of our lives bebre (od, provided weare of
acountable ag. Raul wrote:"So then everyone of
us shall give accourt of himself to God." -- Rom
14:12. Again Paul said'F or we mug all appear
before the judgmentseat o Christ; that every one
mayreceivethethings donein his bady, according to

that he hath dore, whether it be good dyvad." -- 2
Cor 5:10 Asindividuals we need to number our days
in the sense o$eeingwhat isreally important and
actingon that. Weneed to realize all haveinned:
"For all have sinred, and come sirt of the glory of
God;" -- Rom3:23 We also need to undgand
God ent His So to die in our place: " But God
commendeth his love toward us in that, while we
were yé snners, Christ died for us” -- Ran 5:8.
Jess taughtusif we would go to heaven, we mug
obey His will: "Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shdl enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doet the will of my Faher which is in
heaven." -- Mat 7:21 Therdore, one who number
his day would make theffort to obeythe gspel and
be fathful to Christ When one obeythe @spel, he
is imitating thedeath, burial andresurection of Christ:
"Moreover, brethren, Ideclareunto you the gospel
which | preached unto you, \Wich also ye have
recelved, andwherein ye stand; By which also yeare
saved, if ye keep in memorywhat | preached unto
you, unless yédnave believed ivain. For | delivered
unto you first of all that which | also receive, how
that Christ died for our sins according to the
saiptures; And that hewasburied, andthat herose
again the third day according to thecriptures:" --
1 Cor 15:1-4 The obdient believedoes so byying
in repentance (2 Cor 7:10); burying the dead man in
thewatery grave of baptism (Ram 6:35); andrising to
walk a new life (2 Cor5:17). Once hehas dore this,
he must wék in the good works God has odained:
"For we are his workmanship ceated in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we shold walk in them! -- Eph
2:10.

TheBible teahesif one n@lects his soul and
gainstheworld, hehas stll lost: "For whatis a man
profited, if he shdl gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul? or vhat shall a man give in exchange
for his sou?" -- Mat 16:26.. We nead to number
our days & individuals and apply wisdom  we will
obey thegospd and befaithful to it.
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AS FOMES

When young people leave home to establish
their own homes, thefed asthough they have a
etemity left to live. Sometimes thegnay live for
manydecales and sometimes, theaynot live even
one moe decade or year. As they leave to become
husbands and wives, they need to number their days
and gpply Gad’s wisdom b m&e tha hame wha it
can be

1. Husbands are to betheheadsof thar homes.
Theapaostle Paul wrote: "For the husband ishie head
of thewife, even asChrist is the had of the church:
and he is the saviour of the body." -- Eph 5:23
Husbands nekto number their dgs and leen to be
thebest husbands they can be. They needtolove ther
wives astheir badies: "So ought men tolove ther
wives as their owrbodies.He that loveth hs wife
loveth himself.” -- Eph 5:28 To propely lovethar
wives, husbands must take time to learnwho ther
wives are and how they feel. Learning to properly
love involvescommunication, talking AND listenng!
Showingthar lovealsowill taketime to number thar
days. Anything wothwhile is worth the time it takeg
to do it right and scripturally.

2. Wives are to be in submissionot the own
hushbands: "Wiv es, sulmit yoursdves unto your own
husbands, as ato the Lord." -- Eph 5:22 If the
husband is prophractingasthehead,a lovingwive
will willingly suomit to him because she feels he will

proted her and providethe neessay things of life

Likewise, this will take an effoonher part to number
her dgs and applyzod’s wisdom to her life

Both husbands andives needo redize how
predgous eab dayis and make thenost of it. Years
can be spent wasting time which could be applied to
bengtogether ard showingthdr lovefor each ather to
the point walls aréuilt which can neer be scéed
acpin. Excitement canigg placeto mere gistence
and the marriage fires are extinguished. Wha a
tragedy it is to se two people who drift gpart because
theyfailed to numbetheir dag as husbandd wife,
making gpplication o God's wisdom.

3. Parents need to numler thar days as prents

and gpply Gad’'s wisdom 0 the rearing of thear

children. Childrenarea predous gft from the Lord:
"Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the
fruit of the wamb is his reward." -- Psa 127:3.
Tragcally, we hear report afteeport of theabuse of
children. What a shmae it isto see such precious it
somistreated. While many paentsdo nat physically
or sexuallyabuse thie children, ofen manychildren
are abused because they are neglected in the areas of
life which mdter the most.Oftenchildrenaretaudt
how to m&e a “living,” bu are nat taught how to
“live!” Theyneed to béaudt ebout méters etemal as
youngchildren andseeit lived beforethem by parents
who love the bbrd and Hs church. Theyneed to be
taught there is but onewayto get b heaven: "Jesus
saith unto him, | amthe way,thetruth, andthe life:
no man comethunto the Father, but by me." --
John 14:6 The only way to come to the Fathe is
through the Son To comethrough the Sonone mug
be taught: "No man caxn come b me, except the
Father which hath sert me draw him: and | will
raise him up atthe lagt day. It is written in the
prophets, And they shdl be all taught of God. Every
man therefore that hath heard, andhath learned of
the Father, cometh mto me." -- John 6:44-45.
Children need to be exposd to theteaching thee is
but onechurch built bytheLord: "And | say also unto
thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock 1 will
build my church; and the gates of hell shalnot
prevail aganstit." -- Mat 16:18 Paentswho fail to
drive this point hometo ther children, exposetham to
be devourel by the wickel one: "Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adwersary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about seeking whonmhe may
devour:" -- 1 Pet 5:8 May parets learn to the
number their dgs and applyGod’s wisdom to the
reaing and teahingof their dildren.

Life can be hppy andmeanindul or it can be
discouragng and empty The difference is whénher or
not we lean from the psalmist to numbeurdays and
apply our hearts towisdom. Asindividuals weneed to
understand howredous eah breah is and make the
most of then toGod’sglory. As members o¥arious
homes, we red to sedhe urgncy of fulfilling our
responsibilities achandever dayas if that wee the
last daywe would live. As amater of fact, one day
will be thelast one wdive. Arewe readyfor THAT
day to arrive? Have we numbered it as such??
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