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In many aspects of our lives today we 
look at history to plan how to handle 
the future.  We apply the study of 
history to be more effective in 
government, politics, business, and 
probably other areas.  We study the 
past and even make charts, graphs, and 
prepare all sorts of summative 
documents to help make decisions for 
the future.  While we realize the 
effectiveness of this technique to these 
areas of application, we sometimes fail 
to use the examples of those in the past 
to help us plan and make decisions in 
our service to God. 
 
When faced with temptation, we can 
look at the many examples given us by 
God to help us be more effective in 
our desire to serve God.   
 
We remember the children of Israel 
and how they were in the land of 
Egypt.  God delivered them out of the 
land and appointed Moses to lead them 
to a land of promise.  The people of 

Israel were faced with a number of 
temptations and sadly, many times 
they did not overcome them as they 
should have.  Let us notice a few 
reasons why and use their example to 
help us as we face similar temptations. 
 

They had a Lack of Faith in God 

 
Even after God arranged the people’s 
release from Egyptian captivity 
through a series of miracles, the 
people failed on several occasions to 
have faith in God after their release. 
 
In Ex. 14:12 God’s people, when 
blocked in their escape from Egypt by 
the Red Sea, failed to have faith in 
God.  They wished they had stayed in 
Egypt and served the Egyptians rather 
than serve God and trust in Him.(Ex. 
14:12)   
God delivered them at the Red Sea and 
yet, in Ex. 16:3 we remember they 
again failed to have faith in God to 
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deliver them when they were hungry 
and thirsty.  They accused God of 
bringing them into the wilderness to 
kill them with hunger, yet God 
fulfilled their needs with manna in the 
morning and quail in the evening Ex. 
16:8-13.  God also provided them with 
water to quench their thirst Ex 17:6 
 
Today, if we are going to be successful 
in overcoming temptation then we 
must have faith in God.  Hebrews 11:6 
says “But without faith it is 

impossible to please him: for he that 

cometh to God must believe that he 

is, and that he is a rewarder of them 

that diligently seek him.”  We must 
trust that God is both willing and able 
to provide the things we need.  We 
may not always get everything we 
want, but we will have what we need 
when we are faithful to God. 
 

They Failed to Put God First 

 
In Exodus 32:1 we remember the 
people making a molten calf while 
Moses was on Mt. Sinai receiving the 
Ten Commandments from God.  The 
Israelites put their own desires before 
God choosing even to worship idols 
that were more in line with what they 
wanted instead of putting God first  
and striving to please Him.   
 
In Matt. 19:21 Jesus told a rich young 
ruler, who apparently was a good man 
(he kept the commandments vs. 20) to 
sell all that he had and follow Him.  
We know the lesson for the young 
man, and for us, is that material things 
should not be before God.   
Matthew 19:29  says “And every one 

that hath forsaken houses, or 

brethren, or sisters, or father, or 

mother, or wife, or children, or 

lands, for my name's sake, shall 

receive an hundredfold, and shall 

inherit everlasting life.”  We as 
Christians cannot put money, family, 
possessions or our own desires before 
God and be pleasing in His eyes. 
 
In Matthew 6:33 we find “But seek ye 

first the kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness; and all these things 

shall be added unto you.”  
If we put God FIRST on our priority 
list, then He says the other things we 
need will be provided for us, and we 
will be better able to overcome the 
wiles of the devil. 
 

Failed to Heed God’s Word 

 
By not preparing themselves to deal 
with temptation, God’s people failed 
to heed the word of God and sinned. 
 
In Ex. 16: 20-27, when God gave them 
manna to eat, He told them how much 
to gather and not to gather on the 
Sabbath.  They did not heed God’s 
word and sinned by gathering more 
than they needed and saving it (16:20) 
and by going out to gather on the 
Sabbath (16:27). 
Nadab and Abihu failed to heed God’s 
word in the fire that was to be offered 
unto the Lord in Lev. 10.  They sinned 
and were killed by God. 
 
We must prepare ourselves to 
overcome temptation and heed the 
word of God lest we sin. 
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The psalmist said in Psalms 103:17-18 
 “But the mercy of the LORD is 

from everlasting to everlasting upon 

them that fear him, and his 

righteousness unto children's 

children; 

18  To such as keep his covenant, 

and to those that remember his 

commandments to do them.” 
 
1 John 2:4  “He that saith, I know 

him, and keepeth not his 

commandments, is a liar, and the 

truth is not in him.” 

 
1 John 5:2  “By this we know that we 

love the children of God, when we 

love God, and keep his 

commandments.” 
 
By preparing ourselves to overcome 
temptation, we will heed God’s word 
and not fall into the same trap of sin as 
did the children of Israel. 
 
 
Overcoming temptation was a problem 
for the children of Israel because they 
had a lack of faith in God, they did not 
put God first in their lives, and they 
failed to heed the word of God.  Even 
though they often did not overcome 
temptation, we know that it was 
possible for them to do so.  As we 
have studied Israel during this time, 
we cannot help but be reminded of an 
example of two men who were 
likewise tempted during this time and 
were faithful to God. 
Joshua and Caleb had faith in God’s 
ability to honor his promises. 
 Numbers 14:8 “If the LORD delight 

in us, then he will bring us into this 

land, and give it us…”. 

Caleb put God first in his life and 
heeded the commandments of the 
Lord. 
Deut. 1:36 “Save Caleb the son of 

Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to 

him will I give the land that he hath 

trodden upon, and to his children, 

because he hath wholly followed the 

LORD. 

 

 

We know Satan is always seeking who 
he may devour ( I Peter 5:8) and we 
know we will and are facing 
temptation daily.  If we each took just 
a moment to think about what the 
temptations are that we are facing and 
attempt to write them on paper, what 
would we write?  Would we realize we 
are being tempted with materialism, 
worldliness, discontent with our 
brethren, lying, maliciousness?   There 
is no doubt Satan is at work and we 
MUST be vigilant to withstand the 
tactics of the devil.   
The people of Israel who chose to give 
in to Satan perished in the wilderness.  
They fell short of their reward and 
landed squarely upon punishment.   
Joshua and Caleb were able to 
overcome the wiles of Satan and were 
given the promised land for their 
reward. 
Let us learn from the examples of both 
the Israelites and Joshua and Caleb as 
we seek to serve the Lord in 
anticipation of our reward. 
 
2 Timothy 4:8  “Henceforth there is 

laid up for me a crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, shall give me at 

that day: and not to me only, but 

unto all them also that love his 

appearing.” 
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Standing in the Gap 
Nesbit church of Christ 685 Nesbit Rd 
PO Box 383 
Nesbit, MS 38651 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Sunday Morning Bible Class…………...….9:00 
Sunday Morning Worship…………………….10:00 
Sunday Evening Worship………………………6:00 
Ladies Class (Tuesday)…..................................10:00 
Wednesday Evening Bible Class……………….7:00 

ELDERS 
Frank Chamberlain……………………662-429-5322 
Jim Mercer…………………...………..662-429-4307 
 

WEBPAGE 
www.nesbitchurchofchrist.org 
 

 

 

OUR SICK:  Betty and Mickey Anderson 

have been sick at home.  Jack Carver has 
strep pneumonia and is being treated with 
strong antibiotics.  Martha Hopkins has a 
sinus infection and is being treated with 
antibiotics.  Sarah Morris is at home.  
Lurlene Wilhite (Carrol Harris’s sister) has 
undergone a procedure to regulate her heart 
rate.  Eddie Oglesby (Carrol Harris’s 
brother) is in Baptist Desoto to under heart 
tests. L. C. Gill is at home regaining strength. 
____________________________________ 
Sympathy: 
Remember the Whitley Perryman family in 
the death of his sister-in-law Clara Perryman. 
Memorial Service to be held at Oak Grove 
Baptist Church 1:00 pm April 5th. 

_________________________________ 
CONTINUE TO REMEMBER: 

Ruby Gullette….Maxine Wells…Jerry Hobbs 
Hank Carver…Whitley Perryman……Martha 
Rushing.......Franklin Easley………….Cindy 
Honeycutt……..Terry Hopkins…………Ruth 
Davis…Amanda Andrews (Tracy Roberts’ 
co-worker)………..Imagene Johnson (Walt 
Johnson’s Grandmother)…………..…George 
Moore…….J.W and Betty Sain…….Jamie 
Mercer…Sam Earnest…Brooks Bray 
_________________________________ 
REMEMBER OUR ARMED FORCES: 

Tarrence Moore is at Camp Shelby where he 
will serve until he is deployed to Iraq in 
April. 
Eric Tanner, Evelyn Hale’s nephew-in-law, 
who is now in Iraq serving. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

March 30 – April 3………….MSOP Lectures 
April 6-9…………Gospel Meeting at Getwell 
       Speaker: Victor Eskew 
April 13 ………………..…..Fellowship Meal 
April 20.…Youth Devo / Bible Bowl Practice 
April 21………...Bible Bowl at Olive Branch 
April 23………….…..4th Wednesday Singing 
_____________________________________ 
RECORD: 

Wednesday                                                   85 
Sunday Bible School                                    79 
Sunday AM                                                  90 
Sunday PM                                                   72 
Contribution                                           $2264 
_____________________________________ 
PRIVILEGED TO SERVE: 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Trey Bledsoe 
LORD’S TABLE 
Delmas Brooks………………..Bobby Woods 
Melvin Carlock…………..…Anterios Wright 
 
PRAYERS – AM 
O- Frank Chamberlain….C- Jacob Dickinson 
PRAYERS – PM 
O- Billy Byrd……………...C- Tommy Kelly 
_____________________________________ 
MSOP LECTURES: 

Since the bulletin is distributed on 
Wednesday, we will remind everyone the 
MSOP lectures will conclude tomorrow, 
April 3. 
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