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“SET THY FACE AGAINST
or

hide thy face from?”
Da vid B . Jo nes

The book of Ezekiel is an often overlooked
book, but one which contains many good and godly
lessons for the Lord’s people today.  The prophet is
sent to the Lord’s people and commanded to preach,
even though, they will not hear: "Bu t the house of
Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not
hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are
impudent and hardhearted.  Behold, I have made thy
face strong against their faces, and thy forehead
strong against their f oreheads.  As an adamant
harder than fl int have I made thy forehead: fear
them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though
they be a rebellious house."  --  Ezek 3:7-9.  It took
great courage for the prophet to preach to this type of
people, knowing their hard hearts and the fact they
were going to reject his appeals.

The prophet was also commanded to go and
prophesy against some of the greatest powers of his
day.  On one occasion the Lord commanded him to
speak against the Pharaoh of Egypt: "Son of man, set
thy face against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and
prophesy against him, and against all Egypt:"  --
Ezek 29:2.  When Ezekiel would speak the words he
spoke, he was revealing what the Lord commanded
him: "Son of man, I have made thee a watchman
unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at
my mouth, and give them warning from me."  --
Ezek 3:17.  The truth of the matter is, God was
speaking against His people and against the powers of
the day.  There is a particular phrase which the Lord
uses more than 70 times in the book of Ezekiel.  This
phrase is: “. ..that ye (they) may know that I am the
lord.”   The Lord wanted them (His people and their
enemies) to know who was supposed to be in control!

One nine occasions in the book the Lord makes
known the fact His face (or Ezekiel’ s) was set against
something.  This means the Lord was pointing out He
was opposed to something and He then pronounced
punishment because of man’s sin.  The Lord would not
turn His back or face from sin and error.  He

confronted it through His prophet and made it clear He
(the Lord) would not overlook iniquity.  He gave
comfort at the end of the book for those who would be
faithful to Him.  However, He gave no comfort at the
end, or the anywhere in the book, for those who would
be rebellious and reject His word!

It is interesting God expected His prophet to
set his face against some and speak against them.  My,
how many of our brethren need to read this book
today!!  We have more and more brethren who will
not set their face against anything, but rather, they hide
their eyes from the sin and error engulfing the Lord’s
church.  They do it in the name of “love.”  Satan has
blinded their hearts and stopped their ears from the
truth because they love to have their ears tickled
instead of having their hearts taught!  It is becoming
more and more difficult to find preachers, elderships
or congregations to speak out against immorality,
indifference, and ignorance any more.  False teachers
spread their venom and many brethren are infected
because they have become ignorant and indifferent
toward the Scriptures.  We need more who will have
the true love necessary to set their faces against some
things.

PROPHETS OF OLD

ELIJAH

We need more men who will have the courage
to cry aloud: “. ..How long halt ye between two
opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if
Baal, then follow him...” -- 1 Kings 18:21.  We have
too many preachers who try to keep one foot on each
side of the fence.  We have too many who may not
preach false doctrine themselves, but who run with
and rub elbows with those who will.  They cry we are
too harsh and judgmental on our poor, weak brethren!
While we need to work with those who are innocently
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ignorant of the word, we need to “mark and avoid”
those who will not listen to the God of heaven!

JERE MIAH

We need preachers will have the backbone to
say as did Jeremiah: "Then Zedekiah the king sent,
and took him out: and the king asked him secretly in
his house, and said, Is there any word from the
LORD? And Jeremiah said, There is: for, said he,
thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of
Babylon."  --  Jer 37:17.  Jeremiah had the courage to
stand in the face of a king and tell him bad news!
What a contrast in the weak-kneed, liberal preachers of
today.  They can not stand in the face of people
seeking salvation and tell them distinctly how the be
saved and emphasize the distinctiveness of the Lord’s
church!  Jeremiah also had the heart to weep for God’s
people: "Is i t nothing to you, all ye that pass by?
behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my
sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the LORD
hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger."  --
Lam 1:12.  We need more who cry for the state of the
church in many places, but who have the backbone to
continue to set their faces against sin and error.

AMOS

Amos was what we might classify a “country
prophet:” "Then answered Amos, and said to
Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's
son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of
sycamore fruit:   And the LORD took me as I
followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go,
prophesy unto my people Israel.  Now therefore hear
thou the word of the LORD: Thou sayest, Prophesy
not against Israel, and drop not thy word against the
house of Isaac.  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Thy
wife shall be an harlot in the city, and thy sons and
thy daughters shall fall by the sword, and thy land
shall be divided by line; and thou shalt die in a
pollu ted land: and Israel shall surely go into
captivity forth of his land."  --  Amos 7:14-17.  Amos
didn’t care that he was looked at as a “country
bumpkin” by the false teacher, Amaziah.  Amos had
the Lord on his side and he was speaking the word of
the Lord.  We need more men who are not concerned
when the “intellectuals” look down their arrogant
noses and detest the simplicity and sincerity of faithful
preachers of the day.  May the Lord raise up more like
unto Amos!

MICA IAH

Another great prophet of God was Micaiah.
Ahab was one of the most wicked kings Israel ever
had.  Upon one occasion he and Jehoshaphat, king of
Judah, were making plans to take Ramoth-Gilead from
the hand of the king of Syria (I Kings 22:1-4).  Ahab
assembled “his” prophets (400) and asked them if he
could take the land.  They answered as one man and
say, “Yes.”  Jehoshaphat asked if there were not a
prophet besides these who could be sought.  Ahab
answered: "...There is yet one man, Micaiah the son
of Imlah, by whom we may inquire of the LORD: but
I  hate him; for he doth not prophesy good
concerning me, but evil....."   --  1 Ki 22:8.  Micaiah
was one who would set his face against sin and error
and Ahab hated that.  Micaiah was sent for and on the
way was told to speak as one of the other prophets.
His answer was: ".. .As the LORD liveth, what the
LORD saith unto me, that will  I speak."  - -  1 Ki
22:14.  Ahab eventually tried to take the land and was
killed as Micaiah had said he would be.  We need the
courage to speak what the Lord says today.

Preachers of today

Today there is a great need for men to pattern
themselves after the prophets of old and have that
much courage and conviction.  There is a need to set
our faces against some things and cry aloud.  We need
to set our faces against the evils and errors of
denominationalism and cry aloud against it.  Division
is not upheld by the Lord, but is the foundation of
denominationalism.  Instead of having prayer
breakfasts in order to encourage the false teachers, we
need to have Bible studies to try and teach them out of
their error.  Of course, this attitude will not make us as
popular with them, but it will please God.  Paul said:
"For  do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to
please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be
the servant of Christ."  --  Gal 1:10.  We need men
who will set their faces against immorality and speak
out.  We need men who will set their faces against
indifference and lukewarmness in local congregations
and cry against these.  We need men who will set their
faces against the lack of church discipline and cry
against the forsaking of this commandment (2 Thes
3:6).  We do not need those who will try and “hide
their faces” from the sin and error, but more who will
“set their faces against.”  We need to remember the
Lord commanded His prophet to set his face against
some things, therefore, the Lord’s face was against
them also!!  May we have the courage, conviction and
compassion of the prophets of old and may we set our
faces against sin and error and cry aloud!!
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