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“‘SET HYFACE AGNST

or

hide thy face from?”
David B .Jo nes

The book of Eekiel is an often ovdooked
book, but one which contains many good and godly
lessms for the Lord’s peope today. The prophet is
sent to the brd’s peple and commandeto preah,
even though, they will not hear: "But the howse of
Israel will not hearken unto hee; for they will not
hearken unto me: for all the house of Israd are
impudent and hardhearted. Behold,| havemadethy
face strong against their faces, and tty forehead
strong against ter foreheads. As ax adamant
harder than flint have | made thy forehead:efr
themnot, neitherbedismayedat theirlooks, though
they be a rbellious house.” -- Ezek 3:7-9 It took
gred courgye forthe propheto preah to this type of
people, knowingheir had heats andthe fact they
were going to regject his gpeals.

The prophewas alsocommanded to g and
prophesy against sane of the greatest ppwers of his
day. Onone ocasion the Lord commanded him to
speak against the Phaaoh of Egypt: "Son of man, set
thy face against Pharaoh king o Egypt, and
prophesy against im, and agairst all Egypt:" --
Ezek 29:2. When Ezekiel would speak the wlerhe
spoke, he was revealingwhat te Lord commandg
him: "Son of man, | have madehee a watchran
unto the howse oflsrael: thereforehear the word at
my mouth, and give them warning from me" --
Ezek 3:17 The truth of themater is, God was
speakingagainst His people andjainst the powes of
the day Thereis a particulaphrase which the Lord
usesmore tharv0times in the book of Ezekiel. This
phraseis: “...that ye (they) mayknow that | am the
lord.” The Lord wanted them (His people and thar
enemies) to know who was sypposed tobein control!

One nine ocasions inthe bookhe Lord make
known the fact His face (or Ezekiel’ s) was sé against
something. This mearise Lord was pointing out He
was opposedo something ad He then mnounced
punishment beesse of mars sin. The brd would not
turn His back orface from sin and eror. He

confronted it throug His prophet and nai it clea He
(the Lord) would not ovdook iniquity. He qave
comfort & theendof the book fothose who would be
faithful to Him. Howeve, He gaveno comfortat the
end, or theanywherein thebook, forthosewho would
be rdellious and rejet His word!

It is interesting God expected His prophet to
set hisface against some and speak against them. My,
how manyof our bethren need to ead ths book
today!! We have more and more brethren who will
not set their fee ajainstanything, but réher, theyhide
their eyes fom the sin and eor engulfingthe Lord’s
churd. Theydo it in the name oflbve.” Sdan has
blinded thei hearts and stopped theiars fom the
truth beause thg love to have the eas tickled
instead of haing thar heats taudnpt! It is becoming
moreandmoredifficult to find preaders elderships
or congregations to speak out against immorality,
indifference and ighorane anymore. False tehes
sprea their venom ad manybrethen ae infected
because thepave beome igorant ad indifferent
toward theScriptures. We neemore who wl have
thetruelove necessay to <t their faces aginst sane
things.

PROPETSOFOLD

ELIJAH

We read more menwho will have the courage
to ay doud: “...How long hdt ye beween two
opinions? if the LORD be Gad, follow him: but if
Baal, then follow him...” -- 1 Kings 18:21 We have
too manypreahes who tryto keepone foot on ach
side of the fence. We have too many who may not
preach false dodrine themsdves, but who run with
and rubelbows with those who will. Theyrywe ae
tooharsh angudgmentalonour poorwed brethre!
Whilewe need to wok with thosewho are innocently
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ignorant of the word, wenedal to “mark and avoid”
those who will not liggn to the God ofieavea!

JERE MIAH

We reedpreachers will have the backbone to
say as dd Jegemiah: "Then Zedekiah the king sent,
andtodk him out: andtheking asked him secretly in
his house, and sid, Is thee any word from the
LORD? And Jeremiah said, Thereis: for, said he,
thou shalt be deliveed into the hand of the kig of
Babylon." -- Ja 37:17. Jeemiah had thecourageto
stand in the face of a king and tell him bad news!
Wha a contrat in the weaksneed, libeal preaches of
today. They can not dand in theface of people
seekingsalvation and tell them distinctlyow the be
saved ad emphasize the distinctiveness of thed’s
churd! Jeremiah also had theat to weep for God’s
people: “Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by
behold, and see if there beany sorrow like unto my
sarow, which is doneuntome wherewith the LORD
hath afflicted mein the day of his fiercanger." --
Lam 1:12 We nedmorewhocryfor the state of the
church in many places, bu who have thebackbone to
continue to set theiates aginst sin and eor.

AMOS

Amos was whawe midt classifya “country
prophet:” "Then ansveed Amos and sid to
Amaziah, | wasnoprophet, neither wasl a prophet's
son; but | was an herdman, and a gaterer of
sycamore fruit:  And the LORD took me asl
followedthe flock, and the LORD said unto e, Go,
prophesy untany peopldsrael. Nowtherefore hear
thou the word of the LORD: Thou sayest, Prophesy
not against Israel, and drop nat thyword against the
houseof Isaac. Thereforethussath the LORD; Thy
wife shall be a harlot in the city, and thy sans and
thy daughters shall fall by the swad, and thy land
shdl be divided by line; and thou shalt die in a
poluted land: and lIsrael shall surely go into
captivity forth ofhis land.” -- Amos 7:14-17 Amos
didn't cae that he wa looked at as d&country
bumpkin” bythe fdse teaber, Amaziah. Amos had
the Lord onhis sideand hewas speakinghe word of
the Lord. Weneedmoremen who a not conernel
when the intellectuas” look down their erogant
noses and dest the simplicityand sinceity of faithful
preahes of the day Maythe Lord rase up more like
unto Amod

MICA IAH

Another geda prophet of God was Micaid.
Ahab wa one of the most wicked kirgylsrae¢ ever
had. Upon oneoccaionhe andlehoshaphaking of
Judah, wee m&ing plans to take Ramoth-G&ad fom
the hand otheking of Syria (I Kings 22:1-4). Ahh
assembledtis’ prophets (400and askd them if he
could teke the land. They answered as one man and
sa/, “Yes!” Jehashephat asked if thee were nat a
prophet beides these whooald be soulgt. Ahab
ansvered: "...There is yet one nan, Micaiah the son
of Imlah, bywhom wemay nquire of the LORD: but
| hate him; for he doth not prophesy good
concerning ne, but evil..." -- 1 Ki 22:8 Micaiah
was onewho would set his facaginst sin and eor
andAhabhatedthat. Micaiahwassentfor and on the
way wastold to Pesk as me of the other prophets.
His anawver was: ".. .As the LORD liveth, what the
LORD sath unto me that will | speak.” -- 1Ki
22:14 Ahab eentuallytried o take the lad and wa
killed as Micaiah hd said he would beWe need the
courage to speak what the Lord says today.

Preachers of today

Todaythereis agrea needfor men to pattern
thenselves after the prophets of old and have that
much couage and onviction. Therds a ned to set
our feces gainst some thingsha cry aloud. We need
to set our faes @ainst the evils and mrs of
denominationalism and catoud aginstit. Division
is not upheld bythe Lord, but is the foundation of
denominationalism. nistead of hang prayer
bre«fasts in ordeto encouage thefalse teaches, we
need to hee Bible studies tary and teah them out of
their eror. Ofcoursethisattitudewill not make us as
popular with them, but it W please God. Paul said:
"For dol now pesuademen, @ God?ordol sek to
please nen? for if | yet pleased ran, | shoud not be
the servant of Chigt." -- Gal 1:10 We need men
who will set theirfaces aginst immoralityand spela
out. We nead men who will set their faces against
indifferenceand lukewamness inocal congegations
and cry against these Weneed men whowill se their
faces aginst the lack of church discipline and cry
acpinst the forgeing of this commanohent (2 Thes
3:6). We do not need those whallwtry and “hide
thar faces” from thesinand error, but more who will
“set their Bices aguinst.” We ned to remember the
Lord commanded His prophet to sd his face against
same things, thaefore, the Lord’s face was ajainst
them also!! Mg we hae the courag, conviction and
compassion of the pphetsof old and maywe sé our
faces a@inst sin and eor and ¢y aloud!!
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